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Subscription - the Montana Freemason 
Magazine is provided to all members of the 

Grand Lodge A.F.&A.M. of Montana. Please direct all 
articles and correspondence to :

Reid Gardiner, Editor
Th e Montana Freemason Magazine

PO Box 1158
Helena, MT 59624-1158 

mtglsec@grandlodgemontana.org
(406) 442-7774 

Articles submitted should be typed, double 
spaced and spell checked. Articles are subject 

to editing and Peer Review. No compensation is 
permitted for any article or photographs, or other 
materials submitted for publication. All photographs 
must be identifi ed as to who took the photo and the 
names of the individuals who may appear in the photo. 
E-mail all photos and articles to the address above.

© 2012 Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons of Montana. All rights reserved. Th is 
material may not be reproduced, displayed, modifi ed or 
distributed without the express prior written 
permission of the copyright holder. For permission, 
contact 

[mtglsec@grandlodgemontana.org]

When reprinted, articles should 
note:“Reprinted with permission of Th e 

Montana Freemason Magazine.

The Montana Freemason is an offi  cial publication 
of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and 

Accepted Masons of Montana. Unless otherwise 
noted,articles in this publication express only the 
private opinion or  assertion of the writer, and do not 
necessarily refl ect the offi  cial position of the Grand 
Lodge. Th e jurisdiction speaks only through the 
Grand Master and the Executive Board when attested 
to as offi  cial, in writing, by the Grand Secretary. 

The Editorial staff  invites contributions in the 
form of informative articles, reports, news and 

other timely information (of about 350 to 1000 words 
in length) that broadly relate to general Masonry. 
Submissions must be typed or preferably provided in 
MS Word format, and all photographs or images sent 
as a .JPG fi le. Only original or digital photographs or 
graphics that support the submission are accepted. 

All material is copyrighted and is the property of 
the Grand Lodge of Montana and the authors.

 Submission of articles - Because of fl uxuations in 
issue frequency and print production there is not set 
deadline. If you have an article that you would like 
published please send it in and we will review it and if 
accepted print in the one of the upcoming issues.

About the Cover:  
Second Degree Tracing Board, painting by
John Harris, England, C. 1800
 

John Harris (1791-1830), an artist famous 
for his works in watercolors and miniature 
paintings. He specialized in illustrations for 
books on architecture and geography.  He was 
initiated as a Mason in London in 1810. It is 
commonly assumed he was commissioned by 
the Duke of Sussex to create some of the fi rst 
Tracing Boards.
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Brothers, as I reflect 
on Masonry in my life, 
I am caused to bear 
witness to the many, 
many positive effects 
of Freemasonry.  I 
have been a Master 
Mason for 25 years; 
this anniversary date 
was reached on April 
22, 2013.  A quarter of 
a century ago I entered 

into a beautiful log designed lodge building in 
Hot Springs Montana for the third leg of a most 
wonderful journey. Little did I know at that 
time, just how important the journey would be, 
nor the positive impact it would have in my life.  

As clearly now as then, I remember the 
ruffians I encountered.  Two of the three have 
since passed on to the celestial lodge, but I 
can remember their voices and commands 
distinctively directing my life.  The lectures and 
lessons also play whimsically on the fringes of 
my memories, like the reassurance of a trusted 
friend encouraging greater thoughts and deeds.  
I also remember a gift that was presented after 
a series of questions and answers.  The gift was 
my dad's Masonic ring.  He placed it on my 
finger (in its present orientation - and I have 
never changed the manner in which I wear it) 
with immense pride.  I remember my family 
collectively purchasing the ring for my dad 
when I was much too young to understand 
what it meant.  Only on one occasion have I ever 
removed the ring; this was to accommodate 
surgery to rebuild three of my fingers that were 
injured in a construction accident.  For 25 years 
this piece of gold and ruby has reminded me of 
the importance of Freemasonry.

I am a great believer in the thought that all 
things can be defined.  Indeed, I believe one 
should try to define all things to get a greater 
understanding of their meanings and roles in 
one's life.  However, I have never really tried to 
define Masonry to an exact meaning.  I always 
trusted in the power of Masonry to mean 
something different to each votary.  I know 
exactly what Masonry is to me.  This is easy, even 
though I cannot always describe my definitions 

and beliefs to someone else; I know how I 
understand Masonry. I have always assumed that 
every Mason has his own unique perspective on 
this topic. However, recently a dear friend and 
brother posited his definition of Freemasonry to 
me.  It was clearly an ideal I had yet to ponder.  

My fellow Master Mason put forth the definition 
that Masonry is a world-wide civilizing society.  To 
me this was a very profound statement, for several 
reasons.  First, the definition is mechanically very 
sound.  That is to say it meets the fundamental 
characteristics of a definition, with a genus and 
specific difference.  Secondly, the definition takes 
Masonry to a unique level.  It becomes both 
an individual and collective ideal.  Moreover, 
this definition demonstrates the universality of 
Masonry.  The most important revelation to me 
was the basal “goodness” that Masonry presents.

The overall gist of my writing is that Masonry 
promotes positive principles both in the individual 
and society.  I can cite a plethora of wonderful 
experiences that being a Mason has done for 
me, as can each and every member.  Likewise, as 
we (Masons) interact in society, we share these 
experiences and make our world better.  We must 
ever remember that as Masons we are shaping 
ourselves from the rough ashlar in order to make 
the building of society more complete, of greater 
structural integrity, and more wholesome.  As 
we chip away at our individual living stones, we 
are in effect polishing the many parts of civilized 
society.

I would ask that each member who reads this 
correspondence take a moment to reflect on 
those several positive moments in Masonry that 
have affected positive changes in his life.  From 
this, transfer how your actions have shaped your 
community, whether it is small or larger, and 
what that community means to our wonderful 
state.  I am confident that it will put a smile on 
your face and a fond memory of the quality that 
Masonry can find in the individual.  I have often 
relied on a simple fact that I realized almost two 
decades ago.  This fact is no matter what type of 
stressful or distressing day I might have endured 
at a particular time in my life, it was always made 
better with a Masonic meeting or endeavor.  Even 
if the meeting was nothing more than to gather 

Grand Master's Message to the Craft
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and pay bills, the fellowship of this fraternity is 
un-paralleled in its ability to bring out the best in 
its members. Th is is the magic of Masonry.  No 
matter what life may bring, Masonry makes it 
better.

I look forward to the positive impacts being a 
Mason has yet to unveil in my life.  To this end, I 
welcome all to join me in this endeavor.  We have 
the tools to shape ourselves and our communities 
with the lessons of Masonry.  I relish the many 
positive experiences that have happened, and 
those yet to be.  Enjoy this fi ne institution- this 
gentle, yet powerful craft  we call Freemasonry.

Yours in Masonry,

Th om Chisholm, MWGM

Th is photo was taken at the Kwataqnuk Inn, Polson, 
MT the site of the 2014 Annual Communication.
L-R: Duncan, Th om, Brandy, Kolby and Carson.

Hot Springs Lodge No. 153
Hot Springs, Montana



Page 6

  Montana Freemason                                  May 2013                            Volume 86   Number 2  Montana Freemason                                  May 2013                            Volume 86   Number 2  Montana Freemason                                  May 2013                            Volume 86   Number 2  Montana Freemason                                  May 2013                            Volume 86   Number 2  Montana Freemason                                  May 2013                            Volume 86   Number 2



Page 7

Montana Freemason                                 May 2013                           Volume 86   Number 2Montana Freemason                                 May 2013                           Volume 86   Number 2

Summons To Attend 147th Annual Communication
All Grand Lodge Officers, Past Grand Masters, Worshipful Masters Wardens, Treasurers,  Secretaries 
and Past Masters of Constituent Lodges of the Grand Lodge Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of 
Montana, who are in good standing, are hereby summoned to attend the 147th Annual Communication 
to be held on June 27, 28 and 29, 2013 at the Copper King Hotel, Butte, Montana.

Every Brother entitled to vote at the Annual Communication shall “due answer make” by attendance, 
with illness or other reason which puts attendance beyond the length of his cabletow alone excusing 
him. Worshipful Masters and Wardens unable to attend will appoint qualified Proxies to vote in their 
stead.

Each Chartered and duly constituted lodge shall be represented in Grand Lodge. All Master Masons 
in good standing of recognized Lodges are cordially invited to attend.

Thom Chisholm
  Grand Master

The 147th Annual Communication 
of the Grand Lodge of AF&AM of 
Montana will be held at the Copper 
King Hotel and Convention Center 
located at: 

455 Harrison Ave, Butte, Montana

Room Rate: 98.00 + tax
Call: (40) 221-7070

Room Block is under: 
     Grand Lodge

Everyone attending will be 
responsible for making their own 
hotel reservations.

147th Annual Communication
Butte, Montana

June 27, 28 & 29, 2013

   Copper King Hotel & Convention Center
   455 Harrison Ave  Butte, Mt 59701
   (40) 221-7070
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Notice For Balloting 
On Grand Lodge Officers

During the 147th Annual Communication, the 
voting delegates will be voting for the following 
officers: 

Deputy Grand Master
Senior Grand Warden
Junior Grand Warden
Grand Treasurer 
Grand Secretary

The various duties of these officers are specified 
within the Constitution and Code of Statutes.

Aprons For Session

Again this year all officers are encouraged to bring 
and wear the apron appropriate to their office or 
station within the Lodge. Also, all Past Masters are 
encouraged to wear their Past Master’s Apron. There 
will be a limited number of plain paper aprons 
available for use.

The lambskin apron is the prized possession 
of every Mason. In order to protect it from the 
deterioration of frequent use, it is customary to wear 
as a substitute, a white cloth apron supplied by the 
Lodge. Some Lodges provide special aprons with blue 
trim and appropriate emblems for their officers, and 
most Grand Lodges have more elaborate aprons for 
their officers. To be “properly clothed,” a Mason must 
wear the apron in Lodge unless, as an officer, he wears 
the appropriate apron supplied him by the Lodge or 
Grand Lodge.

Within the Grand Jurisdiction of Montana Masons 
always wear their aprons outside of clothing; not 
under the coat or jacket.

Nominations Of Masonic Home Trustees

During the 147th Annual Communications the 
voting delegates will be asked to approve nominations 
of Master Masons to serve on the Masonic Home 
Board of Trustees. The term will be for 3 years each.

The Masonic Home Committee will present the 
names of nominees to fill the vacancies of members 
whose terms have expired; further nominations may 
be made from the floor, although no member of the 
Masonic Home Board of Trustees shall serve for more 
than two full consecutive terms.

Tyler’s Register

All Master Masons are reminded to find the Check 
In Station and verify your status as a voting or non-
voting member, and also remember to sign the Tyler’s 
Register. 

Dues Cards Presented at Session

Current Dues Card: the current Dues Card will need 
to presented at check in and Registration at Session. 

The current dues card will be blue in color and show 
the expiration date of December 31, 2013.

The barcode on the dues card will be scanned to 
expedite check in and verify voting status. Failure to 
bring and present your 2012 Dues Card may result in 
you not being allowed to participate in Session.

  I go there every chance I get, and 
recommend it to all my Brothers.
                          -John Thompson

 Butte Lodge No. 22 and Mount Moriah Lodge 
No. 24, will be hosting a Chicken & Ribs dinner at 
the Butte Masonic Temple (314 West Park Street) 
on Thursday, June 27th from 5:30 to 7:30 for those 
Brothes who wish to join them there will be no 
charge but you need to notify the Lodges that you 
will be attending. Fill in reservation section of the 
Session Registration form or Contact Terry Davis at 
(406) 992-0280 for more information. 
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Session Courtesy

While you should be as comfortable as possible, 
remember that you are attending the Annual 
Communication of Grand Lodge and to dress 
appropriately.

When entering or leaving the tyled Lodge room 
remember to salute the East. You may do so from the 
door without approaching the altar.

As a courtesy to the others in attendance, please 
turn your cell phones and pagers to silent or vibrate. 
If a cell phone goes off and causes a distraction during 
Session the Grand Marshal will escort the Brother 
from the room.

If you need to engage in conversation, please go 
outside of the Lodge room.

When addressing the Grand Master or the Brothers 
through the East, please approach one of the 
microphones and state:

• Your Name
• Lodge and Lodge Number

Presentation Of Lodge Banners

Continuing with the long standing tradition, Lodges 
are again requested to bring their Lodge Banner for 
display during the Annual Communication. The 
Banners will be posted about the Lodge room. 

Please make arrangements to ensure that your
Lodge is represented with your banner.

Voting Members And 
Delegates To Grand Lodge

Have you ever been at a Lodge meeting or function 
and heard some brother comment that Grand Lodge 
did this or did that and have ever wondered just who 
is Grand Lodge? Who is it that makes decisions? 
Well, the answer is, the voting delegates present at 
each annual communication vote to enact or amend 
legislation. This consists of the elected and appointed 
Grand Lodge Officers, Past Grand Officers from each 
Lodge in good standing, the Worshipful Master, Senior 
Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer and Secretary and, 
all Past Masters of charted Lodges. To help put that 
into perspective, currently there are over 2,457 voting 
members of Grand Lodge.

The following is taken from the Constitution and 
Code of Statutes of the Grand Lodge AF&AM of 
Montana. By Code the following shall each be entitled 
to one vote:

• Elective and appointive Grand Lodge Officers; 
Past Grand Officers; Masters, Wardens Treasurer 
and Secretaries of chartered Lodges; and Past 
Masters of chartered Lodges. Cumulative voting is 
prohibited. No member or delegate shall have more 
than one vote.

Proxies

Whenever the Master, Senior Warden or Junior 
Warden cannot attend the annual communication 
he may grant a proxy, in writing, to some member 
of his Lodge to act in his stead. The proxy must be 
issued by him at east two days prior to the annual 
communication, and he must notify the other officers 
of the granting of the proxy. The proxy card must be 
presented when checking in and registration.

If either the Master, Senior Warden or Junior 
Warden has died during his term of office or has 
permanently moved from this jurisdiction, the Lodge 
may, at a regular meeting held at least two days prior 
to the annual communication, elect a proxy for such 
officer. If the member designated as proxy does not 
use it, the credential cannot be used by anyone else. If 
a proxy is being given, it should be given to a member 
of the Lodge other than a Past Master, as they have a 
vote. If attending as a Proxy, the member must present 
his current Montana Dues Card and the Proxy card 
to the registration committee. Tie Vote. The Grand 
Master shall have a regular vote in all matters before 
Grand Lodge. In case of a tie vote, he may also cast the 
deciding vote.

Installation and Reception

Grand Master-elect Thom Chisholm and Lady 
Brand cordially invite all of our brethren, visitors 
and friends to the Installation and Reception of the 
Grand Master and other Grand Lodge Officers. The 
Installation will take place at the Copper king Hotel 
at about 4:30 p.m., on Saturday, June 29th. Tickets are 
available on the registration form. Cost is $25.00.
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Worshipful Master’s Duty To Attend Session

Every year, Worshipful Masters and Wardens 
promise to submit to the “ancient charges and 
regulations of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons” 
before being installed. Th ese charges “point out 
the duties of a Master of a Lodge,” and are deemed 
so important that they are read to ensure accuracy. 
What do these charges mean? Here is some food for 
thought.

You promise a regular attendance on the committees 
and Communications of the Grand Lodge on receiving 
proper notice and to pay attention to all the duties of 
Masonry on convenient occasions.

A Lodge is a constituent of the Grand Lodge when 
in session. In order for a lodge to be an indispensable 
component it must be represented. Th us its presence is 
mandatory, either personally or by proxy. Additionally, 
our Code requires that each Lodge be represented by 
the attendance of their Master and Wardens.

25050. REPRESENTATION IN GRAND LODGE. 
Each chartered and duly constituted lodge shall 
be represented in Grand Lodge at every non-
ceremonial communication by one or more of its 
Master and Wardens, or by an elected representative. 
Where a Master or Warden is unable to attend, the 
lodge Instructor shall be given the preferential 
representation.

Attire for Session

Thursday, June 27th
Grand Lodge Officers – Black Tuxedos
Visiting Dignitaries – Black Tuxedos
Other Masons – Suit or Coat & Tie
Ladies – complimentary to the men

Friday, June 28th
Session
• Grand Lodge Officers – Black Tuxedo 
• Visiting dignitaries & other Masons – Suit or                                   
                                                                  Coat & Tie
Master Masons Banquet 
• All Masons - Suit or  Coat & Tie
Ladies – complimentary to the men

Saturday, June 29th
Session
• Grand Lodge Officers – Black Tuxedo/
• Visiting dignitaries & other Masons – Suit or Coat
                                                                      & Tie
Installation and Reception for new Grand Master & 
Grand Lodge Officers
• Black Tuxedo/Black Bow Tie
• Elective Visiting dignitaries and all other Masons – 
Suit or Coat and Tie       
• Ladies – complimentary to the men
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Brother Roger Burt, PhD

Brother Roger Burt, is a member of 
Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076 and 
is the Secretary  for the QCC. The Lodge 
was founded in 1884 with the intent on 
using an evidence based approach to the 
study of Masonic history and research 
into Freemasonry. This innovative 
approach was intended to replace the 
imaginative writings of earlier authors 

of Freemasonry.  This new style and approach was 
later to be referred to as the authentic school of 
Masonic research. 

The Founders planned to develop an interest in 
research among Brethren everywhere, to have papers 
read and discussed in Lodge and published in its 
transactions Ars Quatuor Coronatorum. The Lodge 
thus hoped to attract the attention and enlist the 
cooperation of Masonic scholars in all parts of the 
world. 

Professor Roger Burt is also Chair of Mining 
History, Department of History at the University of 
Exeter, Exeter, England.

Brother Burt will be speaking at the Friday night 
Banquet on, “Masonry in the mining West during the 
gold rush days”.

W. Brother Arturo de Hoyos

W Bro. Arturo de Hoyos, 33°, 
Grand Cross, KYCH, is currently 
the Grand Historian of the 
Supreme Council, 33°, Scottish 
Rite and the Grand Archivist and  
Chairman of Publications for the 
Grand College of Rites, U.S.A. W 
Bro de Hoyos is also a member of 
the executive staff at the House of 
the Temple, in Washington, D.C.  

He is America's foremost authority on the history 
and rituals of the Scottish Rite.  His is an author, 
editor, and translator of many books and articles 
on Freemasonry, including Albert Pike’s Esoterika: 
The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry 
(2005), The Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and Guide 
(2007), and Light on Masonry (2008). He also co-
authored, with S. Brent Morris, the best-selling books 
"Is it True What They Say About Freemasonry? The 
Methods of anti-Masons?" (2004), and Committed 
to the Flames: The History and Rituals of a Secret 
Masonic Rite (2007) with whom he also co-edited 
Freemasonry in Context: History, Ritual, Controversy 
(2004). 

 W Bro de Hoyos has traveled and lectured extensively 
on Freemasonry and is the special consultant to the 
Masonic Service Association of North America.

 
He was one of three people invited to the Vatican by 

the Roman Catholic Church to discuss Freemasonry. 

He has been featured on CNN, ABC, NBC, DC's 
FOX 5 News, WAMU Radio's "Metro Connection," 
Voice of America, and The History Channel; and has 
been interviewed by the New York Times, El País, and 
other newspapers and magazines worldwide.

Proposed Recommendations 
and Resolutions

The proposed legislation presented herein has 
been reviewed and approved by your Committee on 
Jurisprudence. The legislation proposed is in proper 
format for presentation to the Craft.
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Resolution No. R-2013-01
A directive to the Masonic Home Board to expand the 
number of members of the Masonic Home board from 
5 to 6 and to allow the Grand Chapter of Montana Order 
of the Eastern Star to appoint one member to the board.

Be it Resolved that:

1. The number of members of the Board of Trustees for 
the Masonic Home of Montana be increased to six (6).
2. One member of the Board of Trustees 
must be woman who is in good standing in 
a chapter under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Chapter of Montana, Order of Eastern Star.
3. The Grand Chapter of Montana, O.E.S., 
appoint the member to the Board of Trustees.  
The female trustee shall serve the same term 
length and be subjected to the same term limits 
and conditions of service as the male trustees.
4. The Board of Trustees may do any and all 
things necessary to effectuate this increase in 
membership, including but not limited to amending 
the Articles of Incorporation for the Masonic 
Home of Montana and amending its By-Laws.

Submitted by Morning Star Lodge No.5

Proponent’s Rationale
The Eastern Star members have been a integral part 
of the maintenance and support of the Masonic Home 
since its inception. It was an Eastern Star lady that 
dedicated the land for the construction of the Home. 
Eastern Star assist with grounds beautification, 
fund the Cinderella Shop and provide financial 
support. They put on teas and other programs.

The immediate Past Grand Matron is a non-voting 
member of the Board. The contributions and 
ideas provided by these members is invaluable in 
operating the Home. Unfortunately this talent is lost 
after one year. The Home would benefit by having 
a woman member of the Board with full voting 
powers and a longer term. We have found these ex 
officio members bring much talent that we cannot 
fully capitalize on, such as expertise in finance and 
budgeting and operation of assisted living facilities. 
This is a pool of talent that we desperately need.

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
This Resolution should be considered a directive to 
the Masonic Home Board to expand the number of 
members of the Masonic Home board from 5 to 6 
and to allow the Grand Chapter of Montana Order 

of the Eastern Star to appoint one member to the 
board. The resolution as presented does not amend 
the Constitution or Code of Statues and requires only 
a simple majority to pass. It is then within the power 
of the Masonic Home Board to amend its articles of 
incorporation to make these changes.

If the Committee on Jurisprudence Recommendation 
CJ-2013-01 does not pass, this resolution should then 
be declared out of order

Resolution No. R-2013-02
A resolution amending Section 1050 of the Code of 
Statutes to expand the powers of the Grand Master 
to be able to remove elective and appointed Grand 
Lodge Officers. 

Be it resolved that Section 1050. B., of the Code of 
Statutes, be amended as follows:

1050. POWERS. The Grand Master may:
A.  Require the attendance of any Grand Lodge officer
respecting matters appertaining to the duties of his 
office;
B.  By appointment, without right of advancement, 
fill a vacancy occurring in any elective office of Grand 
Lodge and may remove and appoint the successors 
of any appointive officer. A vacancy in a Grand 
Lodge office, elective or appointive, may occur by 
death, removal by the Grand Master, resignation, 
removal from the jurisdiction or suspension or 
expulsion as a Mason;C. Appoint representatives to 
other recognized Grand Lodges, and may receive 
and accredit  representatives from them;
D.  Issue edicts requiring:
      1. The officers and members of constituent
           lodges to cease and desist from giving any aid or 
         support to any business, project, scheme, plan,
         individual or concern asserted to be Masoinc
         in character or using any term, name or words
         implying a connection with Masonry, whenever 
         facts presented to the Grand Master prove to 
         his satisfaction that:

a. Any such business, project, scheme or plan  
 is unmasonic, unethical, fraudulent, or

             misleading; or is unmasonic, unethical,
             fraudulent, or misleading; or 
             b. The individual, group or concern in 
             charge 0f or employed in the prosecution,
  promotion, operation or product of any such  
               business, project, scheme or plan has indulged
             in  unmasonic, unethical, fraudulent, 
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             misleading acts or practices in connection 
             there with; and

2. Masonic organizations requiring Masonic   
  affiliation or sponsorship to cease and desist
             any business or entertainment schemes 
             which Grand Lodge. The Grand Master
             reflect on Masonry or violate the laws of 

may order   trials of any Masons engaging in 
such enterprises;

E. Make Masons at sight, and for this purpose may 
summon to his assistance such brethren as he may 
deem necessary;
F. Assign work and functions to all Grand Lodge 
committees;
G. Officiate, upon request, at the laying of a cornerstone 
for or the dedication of a Masonic  or public building 
or may delegate a Grand Lodge officer or Past Grand 
Master to officiate inhis place;
H. Call a meeting or communication of the elective 
officers, together with the members of  the Committees 
on Jurisprudence and Finance, in the event of an 
emergency precluding any annual communication;
I.  Appoint special committees; 
J. Convene any lodge, preside therein, inspect its 
proceedings and compel its conformity to Masonic 
usage;
K. Arrest the charter or dispensation of any lodge 
and suspend the operations thereof for a period not 
beyond the next annual communication. He may 
restore it at any time;
L. Suspend the Master of any chartered lodge from 
the exercise of the powers and duties of his office for 
a period not beyond the next annual communication.  
He may reinstate the Master at any time.  If he does 
not reinstate the Master prior to the next annual 
communication, and the Grand Lodge does not 
reinstate him, the Master loses all claim to that 
office and does not become a Past Master, as defined 
elsewhere in this Code. (28060). In the case of a lodge 
under dispensation, the Grand Master may remove 
the Master and appoint another qualified brother as 
Master;
M. Allow meetings of suspended lodges for the 
limited purposes provided for elsewhere in this Code 
(22040);
N. Authorize direct correspondence between lodges 
of this jurisdiction with lodges of other grand 
jurisdictions;
O. Review, within 45 days, the suspension of any 
member of a lodge in this jurisdiction who shall be 
convicted of a crime involving an act wrong in itself 
in any state or federal court and remove or confirm 
the suspension.
P.  Suspend any officer of a lodge in this jurisdiction 
against whom Masonic charges have been preferred;
Q. Transfer the trial of an accused from a lodge having 

jurisdiction by reason of Membership or  
    residence, to another lodge:

1. On his own initiative or at the request of a
 Master to whom charges of unmasonic conduct 
 against a   Mason have been  presented; or 
2.Whenever, for the convenience of witnesses or 
other good cause, such transfer is, in His judgment 
necessary or expedient. The charges and the order 
of transfer shall be transmitted to the Master of 
the lodge to which such transfer is made. Such 
Master,  upon the receipt thereof, shall proceed 
in the manner provided for the trial of individual 
Masons;

R.  Order new evidence and designate a committee to 
receive it after a Masonic trial has been appealed; 
S.  Order a new trial to a member of a lodge in this 
jurisdiction under sentence; and 
T. Direct a lodge to conduct a Masonic trial of a 
member of a lodge under dispensation or not a 
member of an adjacent lodge;
U. Grant dispensations authorized by this Code.
V. Waive the restrictions on the number of candidates 
a lodge may confer the degrees on; 
W. Determine action to be taken in the event that a 
Mason fails to present satisfactory proficiency within 
the allotted time.
X. Grant to another grand jurisdiction a waiver of 
jurisdiction for a qualified petitioner residing in 
Montana to another grand lodge; and
Y. Authorize a constituent lodge of a jurisdiction 
recognized by the Grand Lodge of Montana, which 
has the authority to do so, to travel to Montana 
and confer a degree on their candidate using their 
authorized ritual.

Submitted by Ottawa Lodge No. 51

Proponent's Rationale
We have, within this jurisdiction, an elected Grand 
Master, whose duty it is to oversee the affairs of the 
Grand Lodge and establish goals and objectives that 
he would like to achieve during his term of office. It is 
a position equivalent to the chief executive officer in 
most other organizations or corporations. In order to 
achieve his objectives, the Grand Master has already 
been granted powers as enumerated in Section 1050 
of the Code of Statutes, including the power to 
remove and replace any appointive Grand Officer as 
his desire or their performance may dictate. It is the 
sentiment of the proponents of this resolution that 
elective Grand Officers should not be exempt from 
this standard of accountability and oversight. The 
recent events, resulting in the removal of a Grand 
Master, indicate that there is a considerable amount of 
misunderstanding and disagreement with regard as to 
what power the Grand Master does have in addressing 
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verify the qualifications of all applicants 
as outlined in Section 520 of the Constitution.
Submitted by Ottawa Lodge No. 51

Proponent’s Rationale
The offices of Grand Secretary and Grand 

Treasurer are the equivalent of the Chief Business 
Officer and Chief Financial Officer in most other 
organizations and corporations. These positions, by 
their very nature, control the day-to-day business and 
financial operations of Grand Lodge. Because of the 
importance placed in these positions, the proponents 
of this resolution feel that the membership of the 
Grand Lodge should be made aware of any member 
who is willing and qualified to serve the Craft in 
these capacities before a vote is taken to fill these 
positions. Because of the current prohibition on 
electioneering, the proponents of this resolution 
feel that many eminently qualified members of the 
Fraternity have been discouraged from making 
their aspirations known, and because of this, their 
potential contributions to the Craft have been largely 
ignored. Our current system of electing people to 
these two positions, where no one is allowed under 
the current system to electioneer for them or at least 
make their intentions known to the voting delegates 
before a vote is taken virtually insures an incumbent’s 
re-election irregardless of the ability of others willing 
to assume the office’s responsibilities. It is the feeling 
of the proponents of this resolution that these offices 
should be filled by the most qualified, respected, and 
responsible members of the Fraternity that are willing 
to assume the duties of these offices. To simply keep 
electing a brother year after year without consideration 
to other qualified brothers is irresponsible both to 
those willing and qualified to serve as well as to the 
Craft itself. This resolution, if approved, is an attempt 
to open the election process for these two offices in 
order to bring forth the most qualified and motivated 
individuals to fill these positions.

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
This Resolution would amend Constitution Section 
510 to allow persons interested in being considered for 
the offices of Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer to 
submit an application including their qualifications 
to the Grand Lodge office no less than 120 days before 
the opening of the next annual communication; timely 
applications would be submitted to the Jurisprudence 
Committee to review and verify qualifications (listed 
in Section 520) not less than 60 days before the annual 
communication; copies would be submitted to voting 
delegates before the election. 

The resolution to amend Section 510 would amend 
the constitution and would require referral to a 
special committee to report and recommend passage 
or defeat; if passed by a simple majority, it would be 
referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence to report 
at the next annual communication, at which time it 
would require a vote of three fourths of the members 
present to be adopted. Sections 810, 820.

Resolution No.  R-2013-03
A Constitutional amendment,  amending Section 
510, to provide an avenue for those interested in 
filling the offices of Grand Secretary and Grand 
Treasurer to express their interest in and willingness 
to accept election to those offices.

Be it resolved that Section 510, of the Constitution 
be amended as follows:

510 ELECTED AND APPOINTED. The Deputy 
Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, Junior Grand 
Warden, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary shall 
be elected by ballot at each annual communication. 
Each installed Deputy Grand Master shall be 
considered the Grand Master - elect and will be 
installed as Most Worshipful Grand Master at the 
succeeding Annual Communication. Should the 
Deputy Grand Master (Grand Master - elect) be 
unable, for any reason, to be installed in the office 
of Most Worshipful Grand Master, there shall be 
elected by ballot from the brethren who are eligible, 
a Grand Master, in addition to the other elected 
Grand Officers. A majority of the votes cast shall 
be necessary for an election. All other Grand Lodge 
Officers shall be appointed by the Grand Master.

For election to the offices of Grand Secretary 
and Grand Treasurer interested applicants shall, at 
least 120 days prior to the opening of the annual 
communication submit to the Grand Secretary a list 
of qualifications and other pertinent information 
which shall be no longer than two pages in length. 
The forms for submitting an application must 
be made available and obtained from the Grand 
Secretary’s Office and shall include information 
on the applicant’s Masonic activities on state and 
local levels, computer software and accounting 
skills and prior experience in office and accounting 
procedures. This information shall be presented to 
the Jurisprudence Committee at least 60 days prior 
to the first day of the annual session of Grand Lodge 
and copies distributed to the delegates prior to the 
election vote for these two offices. It is the responsibility 
of the Jurisprudence Committee to review and 

problems that arise within this category of officers.
As in any other organization, the situation of maintaining 
subordinate officers or employees, particularly 
salaried ones, who are not directly accountable in 
their performance to any superior authority is absurd. 
This resolution is an attempt to rectify this situation.

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
This Resolution would amend section 1050 B. granting 
the Grand Master the same power to remove and fill a 
vacancy in an elective office of the Grand Lodge that 
he already has to fill a vacancy in an appointive office.  
This recommendation would change the code of 
statutes and would require an affirmative vote of two 
thirds of the members present to pass.



Page 15

Montana Freemason                                 May 2013                           Volume 86   Number 2Montana Freemason                                 May 2013                           Volume 86   Number 2

Resolution No. R-2013-04
A Constitutional amendment, amending Section 
510 in order to elect the Grand Master, reversing 
legislation proposed in 2005 and passed in 2006.

Be it resolved that Section 510 of the Constitution be 
amended as follows:

510. ELECTED AND APPOINTED. Th e Grand 
Master, Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand Warden, 
Junior Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer and Grand 
Secretary shall be elected by ballot at each annual 
communication. Each installed Deputy Grand Master 
shall be considered the Grand Master-elect and will 
be installed as Most Worshipful Grand Master at 
the succeeding Annual Communication. Should 
the Deputy Grand Master (Grand Master-elect) be 
unable, for any reason, to be installed in the offi  ce 
of Most Worshipful Grand Master, there shall be 
elected by ballot from the brethren who are eligible, a 
Grand Master, in addition to the other elected Grand 
Offi  cers. A majority of the votes cast shall be necessary 
for an election. All other Grand Lodge Offi  cers shall 
be appointed by the Grand Master. 

Submitted by Helena No.3

Proponent's Rationale
Th is legislation seeks to overturn the 2006 resolution 
that removed the power from us, the Craft . Past Grand 
Master Prewett said it best when, in 2006, he said, 
“Th e Grand Lodge Offi  cers are working on a fi ve year 
plan...” During the two sessions it took to pass this 
legislation (from proposal to holdover and adoption), 
Brother Prewett took at least 5 opportunities to 
emphasize the word “continuity” in connection with 
the 5 Year Plan. For example: “Brothers, you can see 
what the diff erence in continuity can make to this 
fraternity. It aff ects you. It doesn’t aff ect the Deputy 
Grand Master,” (2005 Proceedings) and “Brothers 
this resolution is not for the Deputy Grand Master, 
this resolution is for you, and to make the continuity 
within this Grand Jurisdiction work.” (2005)  

Th ankfully, Past Grand Master Prewett spelled 
out some of the inherent problems that arise
when “Each year, the Deputy Grand master designs 
his next year in order to use it as the Grand Master” 
(2005) and seeks to impose “his” plan, instead 
of serving the Craft  according a plan larger than 
himself - “It is diffi  cult for Lodges to plan if they 
don’t know where they are going.” (2006) - ie we have 
a break in the continuity we so strongly need. Isn’t 
that exactly the sort of thing that a long-term plan 
avoids? Remember: “But the true meaning of this 
problem is the continuity that can be given to the 
Craft .” (2005) In other words, if men are following 
the long term plans for Grand Lodge and fulfi lling 
duties, there is no loss in continuity if one person 
leaves, because all are wedded to the same program. 

Grand Master Prewett eloquently illustrated the 
perils of taking away the Craft ’s vote: a Grand
Master might claim that “... he has no ability 
to present his programs and bring those to the
Craft ...” (2005) He might argue that making the 

Deputy the guaranteed Grand Master, “would
make it possible for the Deputy Grand Master 
to present the programs he has put into the fi ve 
year plan and into Montana Masonry into the 
hands of the craft  ...” (2006) However, let us
NEVER forget that Brother Prewett rightly reminded 
everyone that there is AMPLE opportunity to infl uence 
the 5 Year Plan before becoming Grand Master “. “ 
you all know I had the opportunity to put forth many 
ideas and did so many times during my tenure on 
the Grand Lodge Line...” (2006, emphasis added)

To sum up, Past Grand Master Prewett said, 
“My Brothers, until you’ve been elected to this
offi  ce, you don’t realize what this means. But 
my brothers, you can see what the diff erence in
continuity can make to this fraternity. It 
aff ects you. It doesn’t aff ect the Deputy Grand
Master other than the feeling of insecuritv.” 
(2005) And we believe him. It IS important that
continuity in adhering to service to the Craft  
trumps personal agendas, It DOESN’T aff ect us
when the Deputy Grand Master does not proceed. 
Allow us to quote Past Grand Master Kimmel: “I feel 
that the Grand Master’s job is to serve the Lodges, and 
as you’re going through the line, whether it’s 10 or 8 
or 9 or 11 years, if the Deputy Grand Master doesn 
‘t feel secure enough by the time that he’s Deputy... 
that he’s going to be Grand Master, then there must 
be something that’s bothering him about our whole 
system.,.” (2005) Yes, he’s probably not on board with 
the entire plan, and his loss won’t derail a long-term 
continuity; in fact, it helps preserve continuity. Th ese 
issues were elaborated by PGM Prewett in 2006: 
“Brothers, last year I was reprimanded because I asked 
the Deputy Grand Master to start district meetings 
in the spring, present his programs, and make things 
happen, so you knew what was happening. And 
I, rightfully so, was reprimanded, because I was 
electioneering, and considering our Deputy Grand 
Master, Grand Master Elect.” If our Offi  cers are 
adhering to a long-term vision, wouldn’t we avoid 
electioneering? Why would we need to plot, when 
we have a several year plan? Every Grand Offi  cer 
has a chance to contribute on their way up the line, 
as quoted above. Brothers: give yourself BACK the 
ability to vote for service to a larger plan, and not one 
year’s caprice. Allow yourself a CHOICE, rather than 
another lapel pin slogan year. WE are Grand Lodge.

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
Th is is an amendment to Section 510 of the Constitution.  
It would eliminate the provision that states that the 
Deputy Grand Master is considered the Grand Master-
elect and will be installed at the succeeding annual 
communication.  Further, it would require the election 
of the Grand Master at each annual communication.

Th is resolution would amend the Constitution and 
would require referral to a special committee to 
report and recommend passage or defeat; if passed 
by a simple majority, it would be referred to the 
Committee on Jurisprudence to report at the next 
annual communication, at which time it would 
require a vote of three fourths of the members present 
to be adopted.  Sections 810, 820.
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Resolution No. R-2013-06
A Constitutional Amendment Adding Section 351 
to ARTICLE III- POWERS AND RESTRICTIONS 
and Amending ARTICLE IV - COMMUNICA-
TIONS, Sections 420. Granting Chartered Lodges 
the power of petition for a Special Session of Grand 
Lodge.

Be it resolved that a new Section 351 be added to the 
Constitution as follows:

351. CHARTERED LODGES. A special session of 
Grand Lodge may be called at any time by Chartered 
Lodges; excluding historical or research lodges; which 
demands the immediate attention of Grand Lodge 
before the annual communication. 
A. A petition for a special session of Grand Lodge 
must be signed by at least fi ve sitting Worshipful 
Masters and Secretaries under the lodge seal.

1. Petitions must be in their own original words and 
in their own hand; written or typed. Th e request 
must include the reasons and grounds for Grand 
Lodge to meet.
2. Th e petition must be submitted to the Grand 
Secretary who shall inform the Grand Master and 
Grand Lodge Offi  cers of the request. Th e Grand 
Master shall set a date for the Grand Lodge Session 
to occur no later than 45 days from the date of 
the receipt of the petition by the Grand Secretary. 
Th e Grand Secretary shall notify all Grand Lodge 
Offi  cers and all Constituent lodges, a minimum 
of 10 days prior to the special session; that Grand 
Lodge will open for a special session and give 
the specifi c reasons and forward all copies of the 
petitions.
3. All special sessions of Grand Lodge will be held 
in Helena, Montana.

And be it resolved that Section 420 of Constitution be 
amended as follows:

420. SPECIAL. Th e Grand Master or fi ve sitting Wor-
shipful Masters and Secretaries under the Lodge Seal; 
may convene Grand Lodge in special communication 
on any emergency which in his judgment may require 
it or upon their special session petition.

Submitted by Euclid Lodge #58 

Proponents Rationale
Should issues occur externally or internally within 
Montana Masonry, this allows Chartered Lodges, with 
the Worshipful Master’s and Secretary’s signatures 
under the Lodge Seal; to call a special session of 
Grand Lodge.

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
Th is resolution would establish a new constitutional 
provision for calling a special meeting of Grand Lodge 
on the action of at least 5 sitting Worshipful Masters 
and the Secretaries of constituent lodges.  It provides 

Resolution No. R-2013-05
An amendment to Section 23090 of the Code of 
Statutes to specify that electioneering is prohibited.

Be it resolved that section 23090 of the Code of 
Statutes be amended as follows:

23090. ELECTIONEERING. Electioneering is 
prohibited. Neither a Lodge nor a Mason shall:
A. Distribute any circular or other written 
communication to Lodges or Masons concerning 
legislation to be brought before Grand Lodge 
without the permission of the Grand Master.
B. State anything orally or distribute any circular or 
other written communication to Lodges or Masons 
concerning the election of offi  cers in Grand Lodge. 
Approved by Judith Lodge #86  

Proponents Rationale
Section 40 defi ning “electioneering” does not cover 
legislation to be brought before Grand Lodge and 
does not specify the means used to work or advocate 
regarding candidates. Th is Resolution would do so 
and avoid interpretation regarding “electioneering.”

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
Th is resolution proposes to amend Section 23090 
of the Code.  It adds to the defi nition of prohibited 
electioneering the distribution of any circular or 
written communication to any lodge or masons 
concerning legislation to be brought before Grand 
Lodge without the permission of the Grand Master. 
It also specifi es specifi c methods of electioneering 
concerning the election of offi  cers in Grand Lodge.

Th e section of the resolution concerning legislation 
is a major addition to the defi nition of electioneering 
(Section 40).  Th is legislation would change the Code 
of Statutes and would require an affi  rmative vote of 
two thirds of the members present to pass.

By Ari Roussimoff
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that each request would have to be in the words 

of the requestor, specifi es the timing of the special 
session, and sets the location as Helena, Montana.  It 
would also amend Section 420 to state that the fi ve 
masters and secretaries could convene Grand Lodge 
by a special petition. Th e format and wording of the 
new constitutional section appear to be correct.  

Th e Committee on Jurisprudence has many questions 
concerning the practicality and implementation of 
this proposal.  
1.  How will costs of the special session be paid?  
Th e Committee on Finance should be requested to 
comment on the approximate costs as well as assets 
to pay them.
2.  Th e resolution is silent on what constitutes a 
quorum.  Th e number of lodges required for a quorum 
should be specifi ed.
3.  Th e powers of the special session are not 
enumerated.  Does it have the same powers as the 
Grand Lodge in Annual Communication?  Can it 
pass legislation that is binding on all lodges?  Are its 
powers limited to the reasons for the session specifi ed 
in the petitions submitted by the fi ve masters?
4.  Th e resolution specifi es the notice must be sent 
to Grand Lodge offi  cers and lodges not later than 10 
days prior to the session.  Th e Committee does not 
believe this is suffi  cient time to assemble a quorum.

Th is resolution would amend the constitution and 
would require referral to a special committee to 
report and recommend passage or defeat; if passed 
by a simple majority, it would be referred to the 
Committee on Jurisprudence to report at the next 
annual communication, at which time it would 
require a vote of three fourths of the members present 
to be adopted. Sections 810, 820. 
Note: When a new section is proposed, evern though 
a new number may be proposed for the section, the 
Grand Secretary, as codifier, will assign a number to
the section.

R-2013-07
A Code of Statutes Amendment PART III 
TRIALS/RESTORATIONS, ARTICLE 1- TRIAL 
OF GRAND MASTER. Removing Sections 43010, 
43020, 43030, 43040, 43050 and 43060.

Be it resolved that ARTICLE 1- TRIAL OF 
GRAND MASTER of the Code to be amended as 
follows:

Article I - Trial of Grand Master be repealed

43010. CHARGES. Charges may be preferred, for 
any or all of the following reasons, against the Grand 
Master, as Grand Master, during his tenure in office, 
by the Masters of any five lodges of this jurisdiction, 
for:
A.     Abuse of his power;
B.     Violation of the Constitution or Statutes; or
C.     Other unmasonic conduct.

The charges shall be in writing signed by the 
accusers, and presented to the immediate Past Grand 
Master of this Grand Lodge who is then residing in 
the State and who is a member in good standing of a 
lodge in this jurisdiction.

43020. TRANSMISSION OF CHARGES. The Past 
Grand Master shall transmit a copy of the charges to 
the accused as follows: 
A.     At least 30 days before the time designated for 
the trial, if the accused is in the State; or
B.     At least 90 days before the time designated for 
the trial, if the accused is out of the State. 
Included with the charges shall be a notice to the 
accused to attend at such time and place as is therein 
designated, which place shall be one convenient for 
the parties.

43030. FORMATION OF TRIBUNAL. The Past 
Grand Master who received the charges shall 
summon four or more other Past Grand Masters of 
this jurisdiction, who shall at the time be members in 
good standing of lodges therein, to assemble with him 
at the time and place designated, to then and there try 
the accused. Each member of the tribunal shall have 
power to summon witnesses at the request of either 
the accused or accusers and the tribunal shall receive 
such testimony as in its judgment shall be proper, 
and shall, by a majority vote of all of its members, 
determine upon the guilt or innocence of the accused, 
the judgment of the tribunal shall be final.

43040. EXPENSE OF TRIBUNAL. All necessary 
traveling expenses of the members of the tribunal 
shall be paid by Grand Lodge.

43050. PROCEDURE. The proceedings at the trial of 
the Grand Master, not fully prescribed in this article 
shall be, so far as is applicable, in conformity with the 
provisions for trial of individual Masons. The Grand 
Secretary shall attend at the trial to keep the record of 
the proceedings and of the judgment, which shall be 
filed in the office and shall be presented at the next 
annual communication of Grand Lodge.

43060. PENALTY. The only penalty that may be 
imposed shall be removal from office. The adjudged 
may also be subject to a charge of unmasonic conduct

Submitted by Euclid Lodge No. 58

Proponent’s Explanation
Section is not needed and allows for interpretation 
and abuse. Currently there is suffi cient room for trial 
and charging of a Grand Master through the Trial of 
individual Masons.
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recently re-discovered from a secret 
vault within havre lodge no. 55. these 
beautiful multipurpose decanters are 
a “must” for the discerning mason. 

contact terry grant at 406 390-2922 
or us mail at

havre lodge no. 55
305 3rd ave ste 455 
havre   mt    59501-3577

IT SEEMS INCREDIBLE THAT 
YOU CAN OFFER THESE LIMITED 
EDITION DECANTERS — FOR ONLY 

$10 EACH

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
This would repeal all of Article I, Part III, which 
provides for the accountability of the Grand Master 
by trial as such, leaving only the accountability to his 
own lodge by trial as a Master Mason.

However, this amendment does not do what is 
intended as Section 46040 does not allow a Lodge to 
have penal jurisdiction over the Grand Master during 
his tenure in offi ce.

This recommendation would change the code of 
statutes and would require an affi rmative vote of two 
thirds of the members present to pass.

R-2013-08
An amendment to Section 6030 of the Code of 
Statues to add a fee of $1.00 per member, per year 
to be paid to the George Washington Masonic 
Memorial.

Be it resolved that:

Section 6030 of Article VI of the Code and Statutes 
be amended as follows

6030. CONTRIBUTION FEE TO THE GEORGE 
WASHINGTON MASONIC MEMORIAL AND 
THE MASONIC HOME OF MONTANA. In addition 
to the degree fees (37080), each Entered Apprentice 
shall pay to the lodge $5.00 to support the George 
Washington Masonic Memorial and $10.00 to support 
the Masonic Home of Montana. These fees shall be 
paid only once by the candidate. The lodge shall 
remit the fees collected and annually include them as 
part of the Annual Return process.  Once all fees have 
been received through the Annual Return process the 
combined fees from all lodges for Masonic Home 
of Montana and the George Washington Masonic 
Memorial will be remitted to them by the Grand 
Secretary. This fee shall be paid only once by the 
candidate. Additionally, each lodge will pay $1 per 
member to support the George Washington Masonic 
Memorial. The lodge shall remit the fees collected and 
annually include them as part of the Annual Return 
process. Once the fees have been received through 
the Annual Return process the fees, from all lodges 
for the George Washington Masonic Memorial and 
the Masonic Home of Montana, will be remitted to 
them by the Grand Secretary.

Submitted by Euclid Lodge No. 58

Proponent’s Explanation 
The George Washington Memorial is getting similar 
support from Grand Lodges around the country. This 
amendment would remove the $5 fee paid by each 
candidate and replace it with a $1 fee paid by the lodge 
per member annually. How the lodge pays the fee is 
up to the lodge. Whether it be by collection from the 
members, a fund raiser or simply writing a check, that 
is up to the individual lodges. 

Jurisprudence Committee Comments 
Th is would amend section 6030 modifying the fee 
paid to the George Washington Masonic Memorial.  
Th is recommendation would change the code of 
statutes and would require an affi  rmative vote of two 
thirds of the members present to pass.
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R-2013-09
An amendment to Section 5020. A, adding a new 
standing committee, and adding a new Section 
5060 Employee Handbook Committee, and 
allowing for review and ratification by the craft.

Be it resolved that Section 5020 of the Code be 
amended as follows:

5020. STANDING. The members of standing 
committees shall be appointed by the newly installed 
Grand Master at each annual communication 
before the close thereof. The following are standing 
committees:
A. To consist of not less than five members each:
1. Masonic Youth Groups, and to include the Grand 
Marshal;
2. Work, to include one of the Grand Stewards;
3. Masonic Education and Research;
4. Employee Handbook Committee;

And be it resolved that a new Section 5060 be added 
as follows

5060. Employee Handbook Committee. The 
Employee Handbook Committee shall review, edit 
(if necessary), and present the Employee Handbook 
for review by the Grand Master and ratification 
by a vote of Grand Lodge Members at the Annual 
Communication. Grand Lodge employees can only 
serve on the committee in an advisory, non-voting 
capacity.

Submitted by Euclid Lodge #58   

Proponents Rationale
Establishes transparency within the Grand Lodge and 
adds an appropriate level of checks and balances.

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
This would amend Code Section 5020 A. To provide 
for an additional Employee Handbook Committee; 
and add section 5060 providing for the composition 
and duties of such a committee.

If not properly implemented this amendment may 
have a substantial financial cost in legal fees.

This recommendation would change the code of 
statutes and would require an affirmative vote of two 
thirds of the members present to pass.

R-2013-10
A Constitutional Amendment to ARTICLE II, 
Section 230 and 450, and amending ARTICLE VI 
- VOTING AND REPRESENTATION, Sections 
620 and 640. Allowing all Masters Masons in the 
Jurisdiction who have made suitable proficiency 
in all three degrees to vote at Grand Lodge.  

Be it resolved that ARTICLE II, Section 230 of 
the Constitution be amended as follow:

230. OFFICERS AND MEMBERS.  Grand Lodge 
shall consist of: 
A.Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Senior Grand 
Warden, Junior Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Secretary, Senior Grand Deacon, Junior Grand 
Deacon, Grand Marshal, Senior Grand Steward, 
Junior Grand Steward, Grand Standard Bearer, 
Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Pursuivant, Grand Tyler, 
Grand Chaplain, Grand Historian, Grand Organist, 
and Assistant Grand Secretary;
B. Such officers as it may from time to time create;
C. The Past Grand Masters and Past Deputy Grand 
Masters of this jurisdiction;
D. The Masters and Wardens or their proxies duly 
constituted, and the Treasurer and Secretary, without 
right of proxy, of the chartered lodges under its 
jurisdiction; and
E. Such Past Masters who qualify as Past Masters 
of this jurisdiction as provided for elsewhere in this 
Code (28060). All Master Masons in good standing 
of a constituent lodge of Montana, who have made 
suitable proficiency in all three degrees.  This 
does not include those Master Masons whose only 
membership in Montana is in a historic lodge.

And be it resolved that Section 450 of the Constitution 
as amended as follows:

450. QUORUM. The annual communication of Grand 
Lodge shall not be opened, nor shall any business be 
contracted therein, unless a majority of the chartered 
lodges of the jurisdiction be represented.  A lodge 
may be represented by one or more of the following:  
A. Its worshipful master;
B. Its wardens;
C. Proxies of its worshipful master and/or 
wardens;
D.   Its secretary.
E.   A past master who is in good standing in 
the lodge. any Master Mason in good standing of a 
constituent lodge of Montana, who have made suitable 
proficiency in all three degrees. This does not include 
those Master Masons whose only membership in 
Montana is in a historic lodge. 
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any Master Mason in good standing in the lodge who 
is also a member of Grand Lodge (Sec 230).  A smaller 
number may meet and adjourn from day to day until a 
constitutional quorum shall be in attendance.

And amending Section 620 of the Constitution as 
follows:

620. VOTES. The following shall each be entitled to 
one vote: 
A.     Elective and appointive Grand Lodge Officers; 
B.     Past Grand Officers; 
C.     Masters, Wardens, Treasurers and Secretaries of 
chartered lodges; and 
D.     Past Masters of chartered lodges.
All Master Masons in the Jurisdiction of Montana 
who are members of Grand Lodge will be entitled to 
vote at the annual communication (Sec 230).

And be it resolved that ARTICLE VI Section 620 be 
amended as follow: 

640. PROXIES. Whenever the Master, Senior 
Warden or Junior Warden cannot attend the annual 
communication he may grant a proxy in writing to 
some member of his lodge to act in his stead. The 
proxy must be issued by him at least two days prior 
to the annual communication and he must notify 
the other officers of granting the proxy. If either the 
Master, Senior Warden or Junior Warden has died 
during his term of office or has permanently moved 
from this jurisdiction the lodge may, at a regular 
meeting held at least two days prior to the annual 
communication, elect a proxy for such officer, If 
the member designated as proxy does not use it, the 
credential cannot be used by anyone else. No proxies 
will be allowed. 

Submitted by Euclid Lodge No. 58

Proponent’s Explanation
In order to establish that all Master Masons are truly 
a part of their respective lodge and of Grand Lodge, 
this resolution is pivotal to ensure that their voice 
is heard. If we cannot trust even the newest Master 
Mason to vote at Grand Lodge, then the problem is 
more rooted in our practices in the raising of men 
to that sublime degree. You have to trust a man to 
raise him to the sublime degree, so let’s quit with the 
hollow words and show a Master Mason that we trust 
them.

Jurisprudence Committee Comments 
This resolution changes Sections 230 (members), 450 
(quorum), 620 (votes) and 640 (proxies).

 In # 450 and # 620 we added “who is a member of 
Grand Lodge.”  Some members may not have passed 
their proficiency in the three degrees.  In 640 the 
proxies were eliminated.

This resolution would amend the constitution and 
would require referral to a special committee to 
report and recommend passage or defeat; if passed 
by a simple majority, it would be referred to the 
Committee on Jurisprudence to report at the next 
annual communication, at which time it would require 
a vote of three fourths of the members present to be 
adopted. Sections 810, 820. 

R-2013-11
A Constitutional Amendment adding Section 351 
to ARTICLE III - POWERS AND RESTRICTIONS.

Be it resolved that a new Section 351, be added to the 
Constitution as follows:

351. CHARTERED LODGES. Any member may 
be subject to an Official Reprimand from Grand 
Lodge of Montana for either unmasonic conduct or 
a violation of their Masonic oath and obligation; be 
it towards a Brother Mason or another Human Being 
when such actions bring either internal or external 
shame or discredit to the Craft and Masonry. An 
official reprimand shall not by itselfbe considered 
due cause for removal from Masonry. An official 
reprimand is defined as a “chastisement for specific 
actions deemed not befitting a mason by the vote of 
those entitled to vote who are members of the Grand 
Lodge of Montana while in session.” An official 
reprimand will be a part of the Mason’s permanent 
Masonic record, and all appendent bodies to which 
the recipient belongs, on both the state and national 
level, will be notified of the Montana Grand Lodge’s 
action by the Grand Secretary.
A. A petition demanding an official reprimand must 
be signed by at least five sitting worshipful masters 
and by the secretary of each lodge filing a petition 
under the lodge seal; historical and research lodges 
are excluded.

1. Those preparing the petitions must state the 
changes using their own verbiage.  The document 
may be written or typed. The petition must be of 
the petitioners own free will without coercion.  
The petition must clearly document and state the 
reasons for the grand lodge to issue an official 
reprimand.  This petition must be delivered to the 
Grand Secretary no later than 120 days prior to the 
next Grand Lodge communication.
2. All petitions in their entirety will be read in the 
tiled Grand Lodge session.  All visiting members 
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in attendance at the Grand Lodge tiled session can 

openly and freely discuss any and all charges made 
by the petitioners will be voted on by all voting 
members in attendance at the tiled Grand Lodge 
session.  A majority favorable vote is required to 
establish an official reprimand.  The Jurisprudence 
Committee and the Grant Master may give their 
opinion or opinions; however, they will not have 
the authority to stop, prevent, table, or withhold 
any discussion or voting.
 The accused Mason must be present at 
the Grand Lodge tiled session.  He may enter a 
statement of opinion and reasoning defending his 
actions.  He may do so in a verbal or written form.  
This action by the accused must take place before 
the members of the Grand Lodge vote.

B. Revocation of an official reprimand by Grand 
Lodge.  A Mason in good standing who has received 
a reprimand from Grand Lodge may petition the 
Grand Lodge to have the reprimand revoked and all 
charges removed from the member’s record under 
the following conditions.

1. The brother who received the reprimand must 
obtain the injured parties forgiveness, make 
amends and or make full restitution.
2.  The brother must clearly state in the petition 
what he did to correct the wrong doing.  This 
petition must be accompanied by a letter from the 
offended party stating that the petitioners’ actions 
have been pardoned and that he is forgiven of the 
charges.
3. The brother may then petition the Grand Lodge 
for a dismissal of any and all charges included in 
the reprimand.
4. The brother must present his request to the 
Grand Secretary no later than 120 days prior to 
the next annual communication of Grand Lodge.

The Grand Secretary must verify the accuracy of the 
information by contacting the offended party.  If the 
Grand Master and the Grand Secretary are satisfied 
that the petition to revoke the official reprimand 
and the letter from the offended party are in order 
the petition may then proceed to the next annual 
communication of Grand Lodge.

All petitions for the revocation of an official
reprimand by Grand Lodge will be read in their 
entirety in a tiled Grand Lodge session.  All voting 
members in attendance at the Grand Lodge tiled 
session can openly and freely discuss the Grand Lodge 
reprimand, the revocation of the reprimand, the 
charges, the letter forgiving the petitioner or any other 
items pertinent to the petitioner or the reprimand.    
The petition to revoke the reprimand will be voted on 
by all the voting members in attendance at the tiled 
Grand Lodge session.  A majority favorable vote is 
required to revoke the official reprimand. The

 Jurisprudence Committee and the Grand Master may 
give their opinion or opinions; however, they will not 
have the authority to stop prevent, table, or withhold 
any discussion or voting.

Submitted by Euclid Lodge #58   

Proponent’s Explanation
Should any Mason violate their Oath as a Master 
Mason, injure either an innocent Masonic Brother (or 
any man or woman’s) reputation, good name, lively 
hood, cause bodily harm, or engage in any unmasonic 
conduct that brings either shame or discredit to the 
Craft and the Principles and Ideals of Freemasonry. 
This section would allow Chartered Lodges the power 
to bring forth a petition for an Official Reprimand of 
said member by the Grand Lodge of Montana. This 
will be decided and voted upon by the Members 
of Grand Lodge when in session at the Grand 
Communication. The Grand Master currently has 
the power to reprimand and Lodges have the power 
to reprimand through the Trial of a Master Mason. 
This would allow Constituent Lodges to an alternative 
method to levy charges with appropriate checks and 
balances. 

Jurisprudence Committee Comments 
This was largely reformatted to achieve the intent of 
the drafters because some of the numbering of the 
subsections did not follow the usual format in the 
Code. 

This resolution would amend the constitution and 
would require referral to a special committee to 
report and recommend passage or defeat; if passed 
by a simple majority, it would be referred to the 
Committee on Jurisprudence to report at the next 
annual communication, at which time it would 
require a vote of three fourths of the members present 
to be adopted. Sections 810, 820.

Note: When a new section is proposed, even though 
a new number may be proposed for the section, the 
Grand Secretary, as codifier, will assign a number to 
the section.
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shall, by a  unanimous  vote of all of its  members, 

determine  the guilt or innocence of the accused.  The 
judgment of the tribunal is final.

And a new section, designated Section 43032 shall be 
added as follows

43032. LOCATION OF TRIBUNAL.   The tribunal 
shall be held at any duly chartered lodge within this 
jurisdiction in which the Grand Master is a member 
in good standing, excluding any historic lodges.  If the 
Grand Master is a member of more than one lodge 
within this jurisdiction (excluding  historic lodges), 
the tribunal  shall  be located  at the lodge closest to 
Grand Master's principal residence.

Submitted by Missoula Lodge N0. 13

Proponent’s Explanation
This Resolution clarifies and provides specific 

procedures for a trial for a Grand Master.  As was the 
case during this past Masonic Year, many Masons were 
confused about the place, manner, powers, and duties 
and the procedures for a Masonic Tribunal.  The final 
decision by the tribunal has decreased  confidence  in 
the Grand  Lodge  officers, and  must  be remedied  
as quickly as possible.   Regardless as to whether this 
lack of confidence is warranted, reform is necessary to 
address some of the issues involved in the composition  
and powers of a sitting Grand Master’s tribunal.  The 
proposed Resolution deletes Section 43030 of the 
Code of Statutes, and adds two new  Sections  entitled  
“Formation,  Composition,  and  Powers  of Tribunal” 
and  “Location  of Tribunal.” The  “Formation,   
Composition,  and  Powers  of  Tribunal”  section   
provides  that  with  some exceptions,  all Past Grand 
Masters are required to attend a sitting  Grand Master’s 
tribunal.   In addition, this section explains how the 
tribunal will be selected, the powers of the tribunal, 
and its composition.  This also provides Past Grand 
Masters the extra responsibility to be prepared to sit 
on a future tribunal if necessary.  The new section 
therefore provides all future Grand Masters and Past 
Grand Masters written notice about the procedure for 
the tribunal, and its composition. One  of  the  added  
procedures  to  the tribunal  is the right to conduct voir 
dire of Past  Grand Masters  prior  to  the  tribunal’s  
commencement.     This  is  an  added  safeguard  for  
both  the prosecution and the accused to question the 
potential jury.  In addition, it provides safeguards for 
the Grand  Master and the prosecution to exclude,  
without cause, up to two Past Grand Masters that 
either side believes may be prejudiced or otherwise 
biased for their respective cases. The second  portion 
regarding the “Location of Tribunal”  streamlines the 
location process, and provides the craft with sufficient 

R-2013-12
An amendment to Section 43030 removing the 
section in its entirety and adding a new Section 
43031, changing the formation, composition and 
power of a Tribunal.

Be it resolved that Section 43030 be amended by 
removing the section as follows:

43030. FORMATION OF TRIBUNAL. The Past 
Grand Master who received the charges shall 
summon four or more other Past Grand Masters of 
this jurisdiction, who shall at the time be members in 
good standing of lodges therein, to assemble with him 
at the time and place designated, to then and there try 
the accused. Each member of the tribunal shall have 
power to summon witnesses at the request of either 
the accused or accusers and the tribunal shall receive 
such testimony as in its judgment shall be proper, 
and shall, by a majority vote of all of its members, 
determine upon the guilt or innocence of the accused, 
the judgment of the tribunal shall be final.

And be it resolved that a new Section 43031 be added 
as follows:

43031. FORMATION, COMPOSITION AND 
POWERS OF TRIBUNAL.  The Past Grand Master 
who received the charges shall summon all living Past 
Grand Masters of this jurisdiction residing within the 
State of Montana, who shall at the time be members in 
good standing of a lodge within this jurisdiction.  All 
Past Grand Masters are required, except  for cases of 
sickness,  hardship  or extreme distress,  to attend the 
sitting  Grand Master's tribunal. Past Grand Masters 
claiming sickness, hardship, or extreme distress are 
required to notify the Past Grand Master who received 
the charges, in writing, no later than twenty-four 
(24) hours prior to the commencement of the Grand 
Master's  tribunal. A tribunal shall be composed of 
no fewer than four (4) and no greater than nine (9) 
Past Grand Masters.  Counsel for the accused and for 
the accuser may excuse any Past Grand Master for 
cause (which shall  include but is not limited to actual 
conflicts of interest or being called as a witness during 
the tribunal).  Counsel for the accused and the accuser 
may exercise prior examination and each side may 
exercise no more than two (2) peremptory challenges 
to remove the remaining Past Grand Masters  from 
the  tribunal. Prior examination shall be limited to 
thirty (30) minutes for the accused and the accuser.  
Each member of the tribunal shall have the power 
to summon witnesses at the request of either the 
accused or the accusers and the tribunal shall receive 
such testimony as in its judgment shall be proper, and  
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notice, through the Code, about where a tribunal will  
be held. As the Grand Master is required to travel 
extensively during his year, having the tribunal located 
as close as possible to his principal residence  will ease 
his traveling burden substantially.   This, of course, 
assumes that the Grand Master’s  mother  lodge is close 
to his principle residence.   In addition, the Code will 
now provide the Craft a predictable location as to where 
the tribunal will be held. The Proponent believes that 
even though greater reform regarding Grand Master’s 
tribunals may be needed in the future, the proposed 
legislation is a step in the right direction to address 
issues which have been identified in the past year.

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
Th is would repeal Code Section 43030 and enact a 
new Section 43031 for the formation of a Tribunal to 
try the Grand Master; and providing a new section 
43032 which provides that the trial of the Grand 
Master must be held at a chartered lodge where the 
Grand Master is a member. 

Th e committee substituted the term “prior 
examination” for “Voir Dire”.  “Voir Dire” is a legal 
term which is not understood by most non-attorneys.

Th is recommendation would change the code of 
statutes and would require an affi  rmative vote of two 
thirds of the members present to pass.

R-2013-13
An amendment to Section 10040 LEWIS JEWEL, 
changing the requirements of the award.

Be it resolved that Section 10040 be amended as 
follows:

10040. LEWIS JEWEL. The Lewis Jewel may be worn 
by a Master Mason, if at the time of his initiation, his 
father was a Master Mason in good standing (or if the 
father be deceased that he was a Master Mason in good 
standing at the time of his death). it can be proven 
that he is a direct descendent of a Master Mason in 
good standing (or if his family member is deceased, 
that he was a Master Mason in good standing at the 
time of his death).

Submitted by Missoula Lodge No. 13

Proponent’s Explanation
Presently, the Lewis Jewel can only be worn when a 
Master Mason’s father was a mason in good standing 
at the time of his initiation.  This resolution would 
allow any person to wear the jewel if they can prove 
that they are a direct descendent of a Master Mason 
who was in good standing during his life. This would 
encourage our members to represent their family’s 
Masonic lineage. For example, a member whose 
grandfather was a Master Mason, but whose father 
was not a Master Mason, would be entitled to wear 
the jewel.  Ultimately, this resolution would encourage 
and promote pride in the long-standing Masonic 
heritage of many of the members in this jurisdiction.

Jurisprudence Committee Comments
This would modify Section 10040 to allow any male 
descendent of a Master Mason, rather than the son 
of a Master Mason, to be allowed to wear the Lewis 
Jewel.
This recommendation would change the code of 
statutes and would require an affirmative vote of two 
thirds of the members present to pass. 

Helena Lodge No. 3 
Annual Chilli Cookoff

W. Tom Gocksch, Master of #3, and Mrs. Linda 
Cantrell were the traveling trophy winners for the 
2013 chili cook-off. 

 MONTANA GRAND CHAPTER
Order of the Eastern Star

 June 05-08, 2013

Holiday Inn Downtown at the Park, 200 S. Pattee 
Street, Missoula, MT 59802 - (406) 721-8550. 
Contact: Carol Zehntner, Grand Secretary
P.0. Box 330, White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645, 
406-547-2288, Email: oesmt@itstriangle.com
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CJ-2013-01
Jurisprudence Recommendation

A recommendation by the Committee on 
Jurisprudence to amend Section 4020 B. 1. b.  to 
limit the duties of the Committee on Examination 
and Nomination of Masonic Home Trustees to 
presenting names of nominees for the male Home 
Trustees only. (Note: companion legislation to 
Resolution No. R-2013-01.)

Be it Resolved that Section 4020. B. 1. b. be amended 
as follows:

4020. SPECIAL COMMITTEES.

B.  To consist of fi ve members each.
    1.  Examination and Nomination of Masonic Home 
Trustees, whose duties it shall be to:
 a.  ….
b.  Present the names of the necessary nominees to 
fi ll the vacancies of Master Mason Home Trustees 
members whose terms have expired and the name of 
the member to serve for the remainder of the term 
of the member he replaced because of resignation or 
death to be elected; further nominations may be made 
from the fl oor, although no member of the Masonic 
Home Board of Trustees shall serve for more than two 
full consecutive terms. Th e committee shall include 
the Deputy Grand Master and Senior Grand Warden.

Committee’s Rationale
Th is recommendation is submitted by the Committee 
on Jurisprudence under the authority of Section 
5070 B. 1. of the Code of Statutes, which directs the 
Committee “to prepare legislation as may be required, 
together with a brief statement of the purpose and 
eff ect of them, on Grand Lodge, and which will carry 
out the intent of the proponents….”
Th is is companion legislation to Resolution No. 
R-2013-01.  Th at resolution directs the Masonic Home 
Board of Trustees to take all necessary actions, to 
include amending the Home Articles of Incorporation, 
to increase the number of Home trustees from fi ve 
to six, and specifying that the sixth member must 
be a woman member in good standing of the Grand 
Chapter of Montana, Order of the Eastern Star, to be 
appointed by the Grand Chapter.
Th is recommendation amends the Code of Statutes 
to limit the nominating duties of the Committee on 
Examination and Nomination of Masonic Home 
Trustees to trustee vacancies occupied by Master 
Mason trustees, leaving the method of nomination 
and selection of the woman trustee to be determined 
by the Grand Chapter, OES. 
Th is recommendation would change the code of 
statutes and would require an affi  rmative vote of 
two thirds of the members present to pass.  Th e 
Committee on Jurisprudence recommends that this 
committee recommendation be considered prior to 
consideration of Resolution R-2013-01, which only 
requires a majority vote to pass.  
 

CJ-2013-02
Jurisprudence Recommendation

A recommendation by the Committee on 
Jurisprudence to amend Section 23090 of the Code 
of Statutes to permit electioneering for the offi  ces of 
Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary to correspond 
to an amendment proposed to Section 510 of the 
Constitution. (Note: companion legislation to 
Resolution No. R-2013-03.)

Be it resolved that Section 23090 of the Code of 
Statutes be amend to read:

23090.  ELECTIONEERING.  Electioneering is 
prohibited, except as permitted by Section 510 of the 
Constitution for the offi  ces of Grand Treasurer and 
Grand Secretary.

Committee’s Rationale
Th is is companion legislation to Resolution No. 
R-2013-03.   Th is recommendation is submitted by 
the Committee on Jurisprudence under the authority 
of Section 5070 B. 1. of the Code of Statutes, which 
directs the Committee “to prepare legislation as may 
be required, together with a brief statement of the 
purpose and eff ect of them, on Grand Lodge, and 
which will carry out the intent of the proponents….”

Resolution No. R-2013-03 seeks to amend Section 
510 of the Constitution to allow persons interested 
in being elected to the position of Grand Treasurer 
or Grand Secretary to submit statements concerning 
their interest, qualifi cations and experience.  If the 
resolution passes, this recommendation will bring 
Code section 23090, which prohibits electioneering, 
into compliance with the Constitution by making a 
limited exception for the offi  ces Grand Secretary and 
Grand Treasurer.

Th is recommendation should be introduced and 
tabled until the 148th Annual Communication.  If 
Resolution No. R-2013-03 passes, the recommendation 
will be taken off  the table and voted upon.  Th is 
recommendation would change the code of statutes 
and would require an affi  rmative vote of two thirds of 
the members present to pass.
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Preliminary

Special Review Committee Report
Th omas Jordan, Past Grand Master, Chairman

In accordance with Sections 1050. I and 5130 of 
the Code of Statutes, this committee was formed to 
review proposed legislation that would amend the 
Constitution.

22 April 2013

RE: Review of Proposed Legislation to Amend the 
Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Montana.

Comments on proposed Resolutions for Grand Lodge 
session, June 2013

Resolution R-2013-03
Th is Resolution does not consider the physical 
location of the Grand Secretary in particular, who 
must necessarily live in close proximity to Helena. 
Nor does it address the value of continuity in either 
of the offi  ces addressed. Both offi  ces involve lengthy 
learning curves before the incumbent can be 
reasonably expected to perform optimally. A better 
procedure for replacing a Grand Secretary or Grand 
Treasurer might be for the Executive Committee 
to conduct a search for interested and qualifi ed 
members, interview them in detail, and place the 
names of all qualifi ed candidates before the voting 
Delegates . A candidate's "Masonic activities on state 
and local levels" may be interesting but would seem to 
address issues of popularity and have little, if anything 
to do with qualifi cations.
Recommendation: Th e Committee recommends this 
Resolution not pass.

Resolution R- 2013-04
Th is resolution would reverse the recently (2006) 
enacted "Grand Master Elect" status of the Deputy 
Grand Master.  Th e eff ect would be only on the 
Deputy Grand Master and it would be without benefi t 
to the Craft .  By the time one is elected to the offi  ce 
of Deputy Grand Master" he has been evaluated and 
re-evaluated by the Grand Lodge Offi  cers preceding 
him and by the Craft  every year he has served in 
the progressive line. Planning and preparation for 
the Grand Master year necessarily begins three to 
fi ve years prior to installation and involves fi nancial 
commitments which must be made well in advance. 
To now reverse the previous "Grand Master Elect" 
decision is short sighted and would be of no benefi t to 
the Fraternity in Montana.
Recommendation: Th e Committee recommends this 
Resolution not pass.

Resolution R-2013-06
Th is Resolution is impractical, divisive and would set 
the stage for "the tail to wag the dog". Th e intent is 
questionable.
Recommendation: Th e Committee recommends this 
Resolution not pass.

Resolution R-2013-10
Th is Resolution would allow a small number of Lodges 
with large memberships to eff ectively disenfranchise 
the smaller, less populous  Lodges and control any or 
all legislation using votes of members who have never 
held leadership positions in the Lodge and therefore 
lack the knowledge and experience necessary to decide 
and vote wisely. It has nothing to do with “trust”. It has 
everything to do with common sense.
Recommendation: Th e Committee recommends this 
resolution not pass.

Resolution R-2013-11
Th is Resolution is unnecessary. Jurisprudence is well 
addressed in the Code and refl ects the standards of the 
Craft . If passed, this Resolution would establish a new 
section (351) in the Constitution which, although not 
stated by the proponents, would be both an expansion 
of and in confl ict with Constitution Section 340 
(Judicial Powers), and with Code Article Ill {Trials/
Restorations). It would strip an accused of any 
privacy protection currently in the Code and would 
be virtually impossible to administer meaningfully.
Recommendation: Th e Committee recommends this 
Resolution not pass.

Respectively Submitted: 
Th omas Jordan, Past Grand Master (1998-1999); Billy 
M. Millhollin, Past Grand Master (1999-2000) and 
Martin M. Olsson, Grand Treasurer Emeritus.

REMEMBER:
Even if you are Not Buying a meal at Session you 
still need to fi ll out and send in a Registration 
Form for the Annual Communication so that we 
have your Name Tag and Ballots prepared and 
In Order to Speed up  processing for everyone. 
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Rules of Order 
for the 147th Annual Communication

4010. RULES OF ORDER. The following rules of order shall govern the deliberations at each Annual and 
Special Communication of Grand Lodge:

A.     The Grand Master shall take the chair every day precisely at the hour fixed for the meeting of Grand 
Lodge, when the journal shall be read, if called for;

B.     During the hours of business the members are to keep their seats and observe strict order and decorum, 
and no member shall leave the hall, or absent himself from the service of Grand Lodge unless he has permission, 
or is unable to attend;

C.     No member shall be permitted to speak more than twice upon any subject without permission of Grand 
Lodge, unless it is merely to explain, and if any member is twice called to order at any meeting for transgressing 
these rules, and is guilty of a third offense of the same nature, the presiding officer shall, without challenge, 
order him to leave Grand Lodge, and he may further  be subject to reprimand, suspension or expulsion, as 
Grand Lodge may deem proper.

D.     When a question is put, it shall be the duty of each member present to vote, unless for good cause Grand 
Lodge shall excuse him, but no member shall vote upon any question in the event of which he is personally 
interested;

E.     No motion shall be entertained until it is seconded, and there shall be no debate thereon until it is stated 
by the chair;

F.     Every motion shall be reduced to writing, with the name of the mover endorsed thereon, if the chair or 
Grand Secretary desire it;

G.     When a question is under debate no motion shall be received but the following:
   1.     To adjourn;
   2.     To lay on the table;
   3.     To commit;
   4.     To substitute; and
   5.     To amend or to postpone indefinitely.
  The motion to adjourn shall always be in order and be decided without debate. These motions shall have 
precedence in the order above listed;

H.    When a motion has been once made and carried in the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for 
any member who voted with the majority to move for a reconsideration thereof, but this rule shall only be 
applicable to an original motion;

I.     All questions shall be propounded in the order in which they were moved, except in filling up blanks, when 
the largest sum and longest time shall be put first;

J.     There shall be no appeal from the rulings of the Grand Master as the presiding officer;

K.   No report shall be received from any of the committees of Grand Lodge, unless the 
same shall be reduced in writing, and signed by at least a majority of the 
members thereof; and

L.    No committee, without special leave, shall sit while Grand Lodge is at labor.
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Budgets
Bruce W.  Laht i  (34) ,  R .W.  Grand Treasurer

Budgeting is all over the news 
with the battle of the budget 

going on in Congress.  Congress has 
not passed a budget in over 1200 
days.  What does that mean, really?  
Well if you answered not much, you 
are correct.

A “budget” is merely an estimate 
of income and expenditure 

over a set period of time.  Can you spend money 
without a budget?  Certainly, Congress does it all the 
time.  I dare say that most families operate without a 
formal budget, although many have an informal one.

Businesses budget for two reasons; set goals 
and control costs.  Businesses go through this 

budget process on annual, fi ve-year and decade long 
projections.  Budgeting allows a business to set sales 
goals, establish expectations of personnel, defi ne 
expected expansion, allow for capital expenditures 
and control ongoing costs.  For the most part, business 
budgets are top-down budgets, guided by revenue.  
If there is not suffi  cient revenue, expenses are cut, 
personnel laid off  and plants shuttered.

Interestingly, there is a current movement to 
eliminate or signifi cantly change the budget 

process for businesses.  Th e “new” thinking is that 
budgeting revenue limits growth.  By setting a revenue 
budget, generally it is set lower than expected in order 
to be able to exceed the sales budget.  It also sets an 
artifi cial upper limit which the organization will meet 
and then curtail activity.

Governmental budgets are curious characters.  
As a rule, governments budget to prior year 

expenses and then add a little for good measure.  
Once that process is done, they will add expected 
one-time expenditures.  Th at then determines how 
much money is needed to meet those expenditures 
and sets tax rates.  Governmental budgets are bottom 
up budgets.

To a certain extent, budgeting for a not-for-profi t 
is a hybrid of those two processes.  Not-for-profi t 

organizations can raise funds, but fundraising is never 
certain and generally not-for-profi t organizations do 
not have a sales force out selling the organization’s 
product or have the power to tax.  So it’s hard to create 
a top down budget. Like any business, not-for-profi t 

organizations have certain expenditures that have 
to be met in order to maintain the organization and 
meet its not-for-profi t goals. To a certain extent, this 
creates a bottom up budget.  Donations and grants are 
then sought to meet those needs.

Grand Lodge uses that same hybrid of the same 
mixture of top-down/bottom up.  According 

to our code, the Grand Lodge budget is set by fi rst 
determining how much revenue is anticipated 
from investment income and per capita.  We then 
determine expected expenses for maintaining Grand 
Lodge operations, travel, session and programs.  If 
there is a shortfall, per code, per capita is adjusted.  In 
a way, this is similar to a governmental budget in that, 
through per capita, Grand Lodge has the power to tax.

With this in mind, Grand Lodge budgets are 
set carefully.  Each year, the incoming Grand 

Master works with the Grand Secretary, Grand 
Treasurer and the Finance Committee to review 
expenses and determine what is needed to operate 
Grand Lodge during his upcoming term of offi  ce.  
Th ose needs are then compared to expected revenue 
and if necessary, per capita is adjusted.

In the twelve years I’ve been involved with the 
budgeting process I can advise members that this 

is a duty not taken lightly.  Expenses are examined 
annually, programs are reviewed and adjusted and 
every eff ort is taken to keep expenses down.  Th e Grand 
Lodge offi  cers and Finance Committee members are 
all aware of the eff ect a per capita adjustment has on 
members.  Every Grand Master who has prepared a 
budget has considered per capita.

During this year’s budget process, Th e Grand 
Master and offi  cers looked at historic 

expenditures in the various budget categories, 
analyzed their need or eff ectiveness and adjusted 
them accordingly.  Th e goal at the onset was to prevent 
a further rise in per capita.  Th e budget was reduced 
but the fi nal eff ect on per capita will be determined 
once all of the annual reports are in and the Finance 
Committee can determine the number of members 
who will pay per capita.  In recent years, membership 
has been the most defi ning factor on per capita.

Budgeting in the Montana Masonic Foundation 
is slightly diff erent.  Because it is a charitable 

foundation, it generally must spend a certain amount 

Bruce W.  Laht i  (34) ,  R .W.  Grand TreasurerBruce W.  Laht i  (34) ,  R .W.  Grand Treasurer
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each year.  Th e trustees of the foundation, have set 
that amount at 5% of total investment assets annually. 
Th is is an amount that is reasonable and customary 
under IRS guidelines for charitable organizations.  
Th e purpose for this is to assure that charities spend 
funds they collect on charitable endeavors.  Th is 
further assures donors that their funds will be put to 
good use.

Those funds are spent on maintaining the 
Montana Masonic Museum, providing a 

newsletter to members and other charitable functions.  
Organized as a educational charity, funds are allocated 
for that general purpose, although funds can be spent 
on other charitable needs.  Currently, the Montana 
Masonic Foundation supports “Bikes for Books” in 
an eff ort to improve the literacy of early age school 
children.  Th is goal is further enhanced by requiring 
participating lodges to match or exceed funds they 
expect from the Foundation.

Budgeting is a good process; one that every 
constituent lodge in Montana should employ.  

But remember that a budget is merely an estimate of 
revenue and expenses over a set time.  While some 
expenses can be determined, such as salaries or rent, 
other expenses are merely estimates that can change 
during the set time period of the budget.  Insurance, 
utilities, supplies, postage, printing and travel 
expenses are all examples of expenses that can only 
be reasonably estimated.  By defi nition, since it’s only 
an estimate, a budget is wrong the day it’s published.  
At best, it’s an educated guess.

Budgeting is like a road trip but don’t get to lost in 
the details or you’ll miss the big picture.

Ladies Tour
One of the events planned for the Ladies will be 

a tour of Our Lady of the Rockies. Th is will be a 2 
½ hour tour, the cost will be around $13.00 which 
includes the transportation up to the statue.

Looming approximately 3,000 feet above the city 
on its east ridge is a magnifi cent 90-foot statue of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. Our Lady of the Rockies 
is America’s second-tallest, behind the 151-foot-
tall Statue of Liberty,  and ranks as the  73rd highest 
statue and about 40 feet shorter than the very famous 
130-foot-high Christ the Redeemer statue in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. It is the largest Madonna in North 
America and the fourth-tallest statue of the Virgin 
Mary in the world.
                

"Our Lady" sits a top the 8,510-foot elevation Saddle 
Rock Peak in the northern Rocky Mountains. Th e 
statue, which weighs some 80 tons and sits on a 425-
ton base.  Made of 16-gauage steel, the statue was 
originally planned to be 120-feet high, but the Federal 
Aviation Administration required an approved, 
blinking light on top for anything over 90 feet in 
height. Hence, it was shortened, though its hands and 
head are larger than they should be — in line with its 
original 30-foot taller height.

Rainbow Girls of Montana Grand Assembly

Grand Worthy Advisor, Laura Uff elman and her as-
sembly would like to invite you to our “Heroes and 
Horses Always Faithful” 85th Grand Assembly. Th is 
year Grand Assembly will be held in Billings, MT in 
the Big Sky Country. We would be delighted to have 
you join us June 8-11th, 2013 at the Holiday Inn. Vis-
iting members of the Supreme Family, Grand Worthy 
Advisors, and Guests cam contact Renae Uff elman at 
renae.uff @gmail.com or (406)671-9023. 
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62nd Annual 

Rocky Mountain Masonic Conference
July 19-20, 2013

Helena, Montana

    Brothers and Ladies

   Welcome to the 62nd Rocky 
Mountain Masonic Conference 
hosted by the Grand Lodge 
AF&AM of Montana. 

      Th e Dates for the Conference will be July 19-20, 2013. 
As our State Capital, Helena off ers a variety of activities 
and fi ne dinning. We do have some events planned for 
those who wish to participate, all events will be optional 
allowing you the opportunity to explore and dine as you 
wish. 

    Th e Rocky Mountain Masonic Conference (RMMC) 
was formed on February 22, 1952. Initially, it was 
comprised of the following Jurisdictions: Colorado, 
Montana, Utah and Wyoming. Th e fi rst meeting of the 
RMMC was held in Casper, Wyoming on July 11-12, 
1952.  Over the years the RMMC expanded its member 
ship to three other jurisdictions and now includes: 
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah 
and Wyoming. Th is year I, have asked the Grand Lodge 
of Arizona to attend as a guest.

      Th e sitting Grand Master and Grand Secretary of the 
host jurisdiction serve as the President and Secretary of 
the Conference, the Vice President is the offi  cer who will 
be Grand Master of the host jurisdiction the following 
year.  Th e offi  cial delegates and voting members of the 
Conference are the elective offi  cers of the respective 
Grand Lodges.  However, any Master Mason from a 
member jurisdiction or one that is in amity with the 
member jurisdictions is welcome to attend.

  Purpose - the purpose of the Rocky Mountain 
Masonic Conference (RMMC) is to provide a forum 
for the member jurisdictions to exchange matters of 
Masonic interest among our Rocky Mountain States 
and to develop Masonic Education programs for our 
Lodges. Th e RMMC is an informal gathering that allows 
the presentation of information that is of a common 
concern or interest. 

    Th om Chisholm, 
    Grand Master

    In keeping with several traditional practices of our 
Conference we will be conducting presentations from 
the list provided to each member Jurisdiction. From 
each jurisdiction one Grand Lodge Offi  cer will present 
and one will moderate the questions and answers.  

Discussion topics for the Conference will be:

Colorado - What is the ideal relationship between 
the local lodge and Grand Lodge? 

Idaho - Lodge Education: Who is responsible? What 
is Grand Lodge’s role? What is the local lodge’s role?

Montana - Grand Lodge Officers inter-jurisdictional 
visitations, benefit or detriment?

Nevada - Express the role of Masonic Education in 
leadership.

New Mexico - What should be the standard for a 
candidate for the degrees of Masonry?

Utah - Should Grand Jurisdictions implement 
standards of conduct and protocols for the Internet, 
Facebook, and other forms of social media?

Wyoming -Should local lodges and Grand Lodge 
stress the promotion of the lodge in the community or 
should the emphasis be on expanding, building, and 
promoting the local lodge internally?

Arizona - Vetting of potential Grand Lodge Officers: 
What is being done, what can be done, is enough 
being done?

      We will have one guest speaker 
Brother Bob Cooper, the Curator of 
the Grand Lodge of Scotland Museum 
and Library. Author and Historian. 
Bro. Bob will speak on the ‘Impact of 
Scottish Freemasonry on Masonry in 
the USA’.

 We have had requests from some  other Masonic 
organizations to present during our Conference, 
however, we have decided that is not in keeping with 
the goal and purpose of the Conference and accordingly 
if they make prior arrangements through our Grand 
Lodge Offi  ce they will be provided vendor space outside 
of the meeting room. 

Another traditional aspect of our Conference 
that we will be following is that the dress is western 
casual, the No Tie rule will be enforced.
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Reservations
  Name:____________________________________

  Title/Offi  ce:________________________________

  Jurisdiction: _______________________________

  Lady: ____________________________________

  Address: _________________________________

 City:______________________State:_________
 ZIP Code:_______________________________

 Phone:__________________
 E-Mail:_________________________________

 Registration Fee: $0.00

 Last Chance Wagon Ride Dinner, $80.00 
   Th ursday  Friday    Total________

 Ladies Tour & Lunch
 Tizer Botanic Garden/Lunch, $20.00  Total________

 Last Chance Tour Train, $10.00           Total________
    Th ursday  Friday  

 Friday Lunch $18.00   Total ________
 

                     Grand Total:      $________________

  Checks or call Grand Lodge Offi  ce to make Credit Card 
  Payment. (406) 442-7774 

  Mail Registration and ticket order, Prior to 1 July, to:
 
 Rocky Mountain Masonic Conference
 Grand Lodge AF&AM of Montana
 PO Box 1158
 Helena, MT 59624-1158

     or E-mail to:    
                                mtglsec@grandlodgemontana.org

Tickets (per person)

Optional Events
Tizer Botanic Gardens $ Arboretum

Tizer Botanic Gardens and Arboretum are 
situated at an altitude of 6,000 feet in the heart of the 
Elkhorn Mountains straddling Prickly Pear Creek 
near Jeff erson City, Montana. Winding paths lead 
to thousands of high altitude plants, which include 
annuals, roses, wild fl owers, herbs, vegetables, 
perennials and bulbs in some of the most amazing 
settings. Th e Tizer Botanic Garden and Arboretum 
is an offi  cial test and demonstration garden for 
the Denver Botanic Garden and Colorado State 
University’s ‘Plant Select’. More information will be 
available on arrival to the Conference. 
Tour and Lunch is $20.00 per person. 

Last Chance Tour Train
     Ride the Last Chance Tour Train and experience 
Helena’s colorful past. Sit back, relax and enjoy the 
ride through the “Queen City of the Rockies”. A 
train engine on wheels pulls you around Helena on 
a tour of its historic sites, including the Atlas Block, 
the Montana Club, and the old governor’s mansion. 
Th is is an excellent way to get oriented in Helena 
and learn a few things about the city at the same 
time. For those taking this tour the Last Chance 
Tour Train will pick you up and drop your off  at the 
Great Northern Hotel, late aft ernoon. Th e tours last 
1 hour. Cost -$10.00.

Last Chance Wagon Ride Dinner
     Experience a memorable evening of good food and 
good times. Travel back in time via horse-drawn wagons 
through high mountain forest. Enjoy a gourmet meal, 
such as prime rib, fresh garden salad, hot from the oven 
rolls, potatoes du jour, and Grizzly Gulch succotash; 
topped off  with huckleberry cheesecake and cowboy 
coff ee all served family style. Aft er dinner enjoy live 
western entertainment featuring, Montana’s own Bruce 
Anfi nson. Group size is limited to about 60 per evening, 
if there are more interested we will have a second event 
on the next evening to accommodate everyone. Round 
trip transportation is provided from the Hotel. A wagon 
ride to and from the Moose Mountain Cabin in custom-
made covered wagons pulled by teams of draft  horses 
creates an evening you are sure to remember for years to 
come. Th is will run from approx 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Th e whole event is $80 per person.

Great Northern Hotel
     The RMMC conference hotel will be the Great 
Northern Hotel, Best Western, Helena. Room Block 
is : Rocky Mountain Masonic Conference. Room 
Rates: $123.00 to $133.00 + Tax. Call (406) 457-5500 
prior to July 1st.



was "No". Thus Socrates accepted his death sentence, 
even though believing it to be unjust, rather than 
violate the law himself. He had made an agreement 
with the State that he would duly obey its laws, and 
had not sought to change them. Socrates thus valued 
his oath and obligations as sacred and, not having 
sought to change the laws of his State, obeyed them. 
Can Freemasons do less involving laws that do not 
endanger their lives, but merely how they manage 
them? Can they not be expected to obey their oaths 
and obligations and abide by the laws of the Craft, 
especially if they have taken no action to change 
them?

Honor, along with duty, form the bedrock of 
human character. Today, many who see an 

injustice or are dissatisfied with a status do nothing. 
Others betray the right. Toleration of misconduct 
makes the person who tolerates equally guilty of 

malfeasance. Ethics rules, unlike 
most laws, are observed only by 
ethical people, who don't need 
them. Honor codes are meaningless 
to individuals without a sense of 
honor. Freemasons who breach 
the Constitution and Ordinances 
of their Grand Lodge, or the By-
laws of their Lodges, not only 
violate their obligations, but are 

individuals without a sense of honor. Those who 
have knowledge of those breaches and do nothing are 
likewise guilty of malfeasance. An observation of such 
inherently immoral action is set forth in the Volume 
of the Sacred Law, "For what is a man profited if he 
shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?".

Freemasonry's only dogma consists of moral 
principles requiring only common sense to 

understand them. T.R. Fehrenback, an editorial 
writer, observed that ethics is - Do right if you can; 
above all do no harm; and if questionable, do not 
do it, whatever the law allows. Freemasonry sets a 
higher standard to always do right. Its ritual includes 
references to: purity of life and conduct; being good 
and true; practicing the domestic and public virtues; 
squaring our actions by the Square of virtue; and 
displaying discretion, virtue and dignity. But even 
the most explicit laws or lists of do's and don'ts or 
standards of conduct are futile if those they apply to 
lack the basic character toabide by them.

It is not difficult to know right from wrong. Common 
sense is inherent in most people. Epictetus, when 

asked what common sense was, said - "As that may 

What has happened to the ethics revered and 
generally followed in the past? Mass cheating 

and public scandals are the trend today. Worse yet, 
despite knowledge of misconduct, violators are not 
turned in. Today, more and more Freemasons are 
violating the tenets of the Institution of Freemasonry. 
Rules prohibiting gambling and those involving 
the use of alcohol are unobserved. Code sections 
and various time honored regulations are being 
misinterpreted or ignored in attempts to increase 
membership. Lack of respect for the views of others 
and like matters disturbing the harmony in Lodges 
are becoming more frequent.

Not too long ago conduct was self-imposed; it 
sprang from core beliefs. At one time students 

signed a paper "pledging one's honor as a gentleman 
that no assistance was given or received". Agreements 
used to be made solely by the shaking of hands, 
and a man's word was his bond. 
Trust and adherence to Truth was 
the standard of conduct for most 
Freemasons. This sense of honor 
is largely unobserved and probably 
not comprehended by much of our 
society nowadays. Freemasons, 
however, are supposed to be ethical 
before they become Freemasons 
and, as such, are taught to think and 
act ethically.

Bobby Jones, the noted golfer, who often called 
penalties on himself once remarked to one who 

praised him for this and other acts of sportsmanship 
- "You might as well praise a man for not breaking 
into banks. There is only one way to play this game 
and that's by the rules". The principle behind this 
simple observation should be self-evident to all right 
thinking people.

There are many other instances in history of men 
with a firm understanding of and adherence 

to ethics. One in particular involves Socrates, the 
Greek Philosopher, who, when advised by Crito to 
escape from prison to avoid his sentence of death, 
asked several Questions. He asked - "are we to say 
that we are never intentionally to do wrong ……. or 
is doing wrong always evil and dishonorable ……..?". 
Crito answered "Yes. He then asked - "Ought a man 
to do what he admits to be right …..?". Crito again 
answered "Yes". He finally asked - "Do you imagine 
that a state can subsist ………in which the decisions 
of law have no power, but are set aside and overthrown 
by individuals?". The answer Socrates received to this 
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be called a common ear which distinguishes only 
sounds, while that which distinguishes musical notes 
is not common but produced by training; so there 
are certain things which men not entirely perverted 
see by the natural principles common to all, Such a 
Constitution of the mind is called common sense". 
Thus, Freemasons can not only understand the 
principles of Masonic ethics, but work them out in life. 
Determining what is right and exercising common 
sense should be the constant rule and guide for 
each Freemason. Since Freemasons are urged to live 
Masonic principles and thus, by precept and example, 
encourage others to emulate their actions, they must 
abide by their obligations and not palliate the offenses 
of their brethren. They must realize that the teachings 
of the Craft are designed to improve society as well as 
each member, just as Aristotle knew that though it is 
worthwhile to obtain the end merely for one man, it is 
fine and more Godlike to attain it for a nation.

The membership selective process in our Craft 
must be always by the requirement set forth in 

the first Degree charge - by not recommending any 
one to a participation in our privileges without having 
strong reasons to believe that he would ultimately 
reflect honor on our ancient Institution.

In this day and age of pleasure derived solely 
from material gain, Freemasons should also take 

pleasure in seeing themselves daily grow better. They 
must do as the Emperor Marcus Aurelius suggested - 
no longer talk about the kind of man that a good man 
ought to be, but be such.

Bath Zabbia 90th Installation
Daughter of the Nile

By: Kathy Jorgensen, Princess Tirzah

The 90th Installation of Officers of 
Bath Zabbia Temple #21, Daughters 
of the Nile was held Saturday, March 
23rd at the Billings Masonic Center.  
Past Queen Timmie-Lynn Poglajen 
was the installation coordinator and 
Installing Officer.  The following 
officers were introduced and 
installed: 

Queen—Judy Tipton; Jr. Past 
Queen—Sandra McIntosh; Princess 

Royal—Robin Sparboe; Princess Tirzah—Kathleen 
Jorgensen; Princess Badoura—Patricia Williams; 
Princess Recorder—Heidi Sparks; Princess Banker—
Fern Thompson;  Princess Marshal—Brenda 
Lindsey; Princess Chaplain—Cathy Culbertson; 
Lady of the Keys—Patty Branstetter; Lady of the 
Gates—Sue Revell; Musician—Sue Paul; Princess 
Nydia—Kendra Brown; Princess Zulieka—Meredyth 
Johnson; Princess Zenobia—Amie Dill; Princess 
Zora—Nina Rehard; Princess Zuliema—Jennifer 
Smith; Attendants—Marilyn Lockwood and Alice 
Roberts; Assistant Lady of the Keys—Mary Peek.  Past 
Queen Timmie-Lynn Poglajen will act as Ceremonial 
Assistant. Princess gson was Bible bearer, past Queen 
Elaine Swartz presented the crown and past Queens 
June Pierce and Helen Korber were the robe bearers.  
Past Queen Gretchen Schubert was the Mistress of 
Ceremonies. Others assisting with the Installation are 
as follows:  Installing Marshal-Past Queen Wesleta 
Shaules; Installing Chaplain-Past Queen Margie 
Vietmeier; Installing Recorder-Past Queen Char 
Brinkel; Installing Musician-Princess Myrna Schaller; 
Installing Attendants-Princesses Susan Erickson and 
Norma Granning.  Past Queen Beverly Ellin.

Following the installation, all were invited to 
a reception held at the Shrine.  A very interesting 
program was presented about the Shrine Hospitals in 
general and the Spokane Children’s Hospital.  Trina 
Olson who is a Physician Relations Liaison at the 
Spokane Hospital gave a short talk.  Illustrious Noble 
Lucky Seibert and his daughter Whittney gave a very 
moving presentation on her years of treatment at 
the hospital.  It was rewarding to see how this lovely 
young woman has been helped by the work we do in 
supporting the Shriner’s Hospital for Children.

This year is the 100th anniversary of the founding 
of the Daughters of the Nile.  We are looking forward 
to a busy and informative year, becoming more 
familiar with our history.

Judy Tipton, Queen
Bath Zabbia Temple 21



General Member Registration
147th Annual Communication

GRAND LODGE AF & AM of MONTANA
Copper King Hotel & Convention Center, Butte Montana

June 27, 28, & 29, 2013

PRE-REGISTRATION
Mail this Form to:                                                                                

147th Annual Communication
PO Box 1158

Helena, MT 59624-1158      
   

Registration must be Received prior to June 1, 2013

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT: (Name Badge Will Be Completed From This Information)

NAME: ________________________________________________________________________________
(Full Given Name)

TITLE: ________________________________________________________________________________

NAME OF LODGE:  ________________________________________ LODGE NUMBER: _____________
 
MAILING ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

CITY: _____________________STATE:____________ZIP:____________TELEPHONE:_______________

 ACCOMPANIED BY (Lady’s Name):________________________E-MAIL: _________________________      
 Please complete the top section and mail it in even if you do not plan to purchase any meals.

Thursday, June 27, 2013    Butte Lodges (Chicken & Ribs)     No. _____   (No cost, Hosted by No.22 & 24)        

Tickets are limited and availability is not guaranteed after June 1st
Friday, June 28, 2013
Men’s & Luncheon    (BBQ Buffet)                  No. ____  @ $18.00        = $_________
Ladies Luncheon               (Oriental Salad)       No. ____  @ $14.00        = $_________
Deligates (& Ladies) Banquet   (Sirloin of Beef)   No. ____  @ $25.00       =  $_________
                                                       (Penne Pasta w/ Shrimp)       No. ____  @ $25.00        = $_________
                                                       (Chicken Marsala)         No. ____  @ $25.00        = $_________
     
Saturday, June 29, 2013 
Men’s Luncheon   (Soup & Sandwich Bar)  No.____   @ $18.00         =$_________      
Reception for Grand Master & Grand Lodge Officers  No.____   @ $25.00        = $_________
 * If you have specail dietary need for a meal please indicate it on this form. 

                  Total Activity Amount: $:_________________
            Payment for Activities:
            Check Enclosed: #_________ 
            (Please make checks payable to: 147th Annual Communication)     
            Credit Card (Master Card or Visa Only):___________________________Expires: __________ 
            
            SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________________________

Registration/Credentials and Session will be at the Copper King Hotel
Your current authorized Grand Lodge Dues Card is required to be presented at Session Registration

     If attending as a Proxy You must present the Proxy Card when you sign in and Register
General Member Registration Form



147th Annual Communication
Copper King Hotel & Convention Center 

(406) 221-7070
4655 Harrison Ave

Butte, Montana 

(Block of Rooms under “Grand Lodge” - Block Room Rate - $99.00 + tax)

TENTATIVE AGENDA
(Full agenda will be available in the Session Program)

                                        THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2013
5:00 p.m. Vesper Service – Copper King Hotel, Convention Center
5:30 p.m. No Host Cocktails
6:00 p,.m. Grand Master’s Invitational Banquet

                                            FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 2013
8:30 a.m. Public Grand Opening (Ladies Welcome) – Copper King Hotel   
10:00 a.m.  Formal Opening of Grand Lodge, Lodge Tyled
10:30 a.m. Election of Grand Lodge Officers
1:15 p.m.   Grand Lodge Refreshment to Labor
1:45 p.m. Call to Order 

Committee Reports
Reception of Montana Past Grand Masters 
Reception of 50-Year Masons
Reception of Visiting Grand Lodge Officers

4:30 p.m. Grand Lodge Call from Labor to Refreshment
6:00 p.m. No Host Fellowship – Copper King Hotel,.
7:00 p.m.   Master Masons Banquet - Copper King Hotel
   Brother Roger Burt, Secretary, Quatuor Coronati Correspondance Circle
11:55 a.m.            Grand Lodge Call from Labor to Refreshment

                                        SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 2012
9:00 a.m. Call to Labor - Copper King Hotel
                            Guest Speaker - Arturo de Hoyos, 33°,  Grand Historian & Grand    
                            Archivist of the Supreme Council, Scottish Rite House of the Temple.
                            Legislation
11:55 a.m.            Grand Lodge Call from Labor to Refreshment
1:15 p.m.              Grand Lodge Refreshment to Labor
                            Finance Final Report with Budget 
3:00 p.m.   Formal Closing of 146th Annual Communication
5:00 p.m.  Installation of Grand Lodge Officers for 2013 - 2014
  

Grand Lodge Officers Public Installation, followed by the Reception for the new Grand Master and Grand 
Lodge Officers will take place Pool side at the Copper King Hotel.  All Masons, ladies, families and friends
 are invited.
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THE RITE CORNER
“Celebrating the Craft”

David L. Nielsen, Deputy in Montana

Years ago the Statute of Liberty in New York was being 
restored and the funds for that needed restoration 
came from private donors.  I remember sending 
in a donation and receiving a commemorative 
pocket knife with pieces of the original copper 
that made up the covering.  At that time I had 
never visited the Statue of Liberty but I was willing 
to contribute to the restoration cause because I 
knew it was the face of America that greeted many 
emigrants and visitors as they came to this country.  

For past several years Masons, especially Scottish Rite 
Freemasons, have been asked to contribute to the 
restoration of the House of the Temple for Scottish 
Rite, Southern Jurisdiction of U.S.A.  The House of 
the Temple, located in Washington, D.C., is the face 
of Scottish Rite Freemasonry and just as the Statue 
of Liberty greets visitors to the United States, the 
House of the Temple greets visitors to Masonry in 
general and Scottish Rite Freemasonry in particular.
 
The House of the Temple was designed by John 
Russell Pope, a renowned American architect, in 
1911.  The construction of the House of Temple 
was completed in 1915.  This building was Pope’s 
first design in Washington, D.C.  Later he designed 
the National Archives Building, the National 
Gallery of Art and the Thomas Jefferson Memorial.  
Scottish Rite Freemasons are proud their symbol 
of freemasonry, the House of the Temple, was 
designed by so celebrated artist as John Russell Pope.

The House of the Temple is more than just a 
building that houses the offices for the Supreme 
Council of the Southern Jurisdiction, it is a 
symbol for what Scottish Rite Freemasonry 
is.  The goals are Scottish Rite Freemasonry are:

“Human Progress is our cause;
Liberty of Though our Supreme wish;
Freedom of Conscience our mission; 
and 
The guarantee of Equal Right to All People              
Everywhere our ultimate goal.”

Just as we promote helping the needy, righting the 
wrong, and championing the cause of liberty, our 
House of the Temple needs our help.  One of the ways 
you can help is to attend or otherwise participate 
in the “Celebrating the Craft”—a web broadcast, 
telethon, and show dedicated to the Scottish Rite, 

S.J., and its members.  The Celebrating the Craft 
will be held on May 18, 2013, from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
(MDST) on an internet-connected computer nearest 
you.  (www.scottishrite.org/giving/celebrate) Some 
Valleys are hoisting a get-together of members and 
guest to share this special event.  Whether you do 
it in the privacy of your home or with the company 
of brothers and their guests, please take part.
 
Yes it will raise money for the restoration of our 
beautiful House of the Temple, but it also raises 
money for the benefit of the Orient of Montana and 
its six valleys.  One-half of money raised in Montana 
comes back to the Orient.  Last year we contributed 
that money to our Foundation for Rite Care Services 
provided at the three clinics in Montana.  More 
importantly, this is a celebration of the Masonic 
fraternity and all its brothers wheresoever dispersed.
 
Some have commented that they have never visited 
the House of the Temple and it is just an ivory tower 
to Scottish Rite members living on the east coast, 
therefore they did not want to help.  I remind all 
brothers that Masonry and Scottish Rite is a worldwide 
fraternity and by joining with all our brothers wherever 
they may be, it makes us the most power fraternity in 
the world.  As individual Masons we are not islands, 
our valleys are not islands, nor is the Orient an island 
in the sea of Freemasonry.  The prominent face of 
Scottish Rite Freemasonry, S.J., needs our help and 
if we are truly a universal fraternity, we will help.  
 
In 1888 the Scottish Rite Masons of Montana donated 
$300 for purchase of land for the Scottish Rite 
building that was the predecessor to the House of the 
Temple.  We can do better now.  Whether you do it 
in the privacy of your home or with the company of 
brothers and their guests, please take part.
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Within the body of the lodges there has 
been a slow, gradual, subtle change in our 

membership.  When Masonry was young on this 
continent, as George Washington met with other 
Masons to determine the course of what is now the 
United States, Masons were business owners, high 
ranking politicians, as well as owners of large farms 
and ranches.  These great men set the destiny of 
our country just as they were able to set their own 
schedules.  Fifty years ago our membership was very 
much the same. Our members were the owners of 
businesses, ranches, and politicians who controlled 
their own schedules.  All of these men had the 
ability to dedicate those eight hours per day to their 
daily profession as well as eight hours for our Noble 
profession, and the financial ability to support not 
only themselves but their lodges and contribute to 
the relief of our distressed brothers.  The current 
membership within our lodges is mostly people like 
me, men who earn a living by punching the time 
clock each and every day.  The demands of our daily 
professions are taking more and more time, well 
beyond the prescribed eight hours and we struggle to 
support ourselves and families.  Despite those hours 
we are no closer to achieving the dream of being 
our own boss; financially able to support ourselves, 
lodges, and contribute to the distressed brethren.  I 
ask you why the membership has changed.  

Today, just as in Washington’s time, bringing a new 
member into our lodges is a great responsibility.  

We have to teach the new member the obligations, 
rituals, and means to subdue our irregular passions.  
However, in the time of Washington, new members 
were also taught the machinations of business, how 
to navigate the labyrinth of politics, and how to lead 
others.  The established members of the lodges took 
the new members under their tutelage, instructed 
those promising young men how to be Masons and 
the next generation of great leaders, then turned the 
reins of leadership over.  The top Leadership positions 
within large companies and political organizations 
were passed down from Mason to Mason.  Along our 
journey across the level of time, where did we lose 
sight of teaching beyond that what is in our code 
books?

All the responsibility for making better men 
of the new members is not all on the existing 

brethren however. The younger members of each 
lodge must have the desire to achieve the greatness 
of our predecessors, the heart to put in the work 
necessary, the wisdom to listen, and the ability to 
express our desire to grow as men and Masons.  The 

youth of the lodges needs to put aside our arrogance, 
open our minds and listen to the lessons that are taught 
within the rituals, the lectures, and by the members of 
our fraternity who actually did build that. The age of 
internet, cell phones, and technology have reversed 
the role of the youth from student to teacher as the 
youth have embraced the technological revolution 
while those who came before it have struggled.  This 
reversal has given the youth a platform to stand on 
and say to our elders we know more than you do.  It 
has given rise to the phrase, “I saw it on the internet” 
and a belief that learning can only come from reading 
something from a webpage.  We have used technology 
as a substitute to the learning that comes from trial 
and error, listening to the mistakes and successes of 
our elders, and forgotten how to ask for guidance.   

We also must make a concerted effort to 
cultivate new members from within our 

family and friends.  While we cannot recruit, we can 
discuss those principles that we so vehemently teach, 
those ideals that we hold dear, and the tenants that 
we base our life and actions upon.  While not all of 
us can wear the square and compass on our arms, we 
must not be afraid to identify ourselves as Masons.  
We must recognize the Mason within those whom 
we come into contact with and take an active role in 
bringing those people into our lodges.  We must not 
be afraid to say that I am a member of the Freemasons 
and I believe in the principals of Freemasonry and 
then explain the principals that we live by.   We must 
not be afraid to invite our friends to join us for our 
pre-meeting dinner, to socialize with other Masons as 
such and promote our lodges within our community, 
social group, and place of employment. 
 

It is high time that we as MASONS remember that 
it is our duty to continue to learn by subduing our 

passions.  That we teach those with an attentive ear, 
cultivate the seeds of leadership, and stoke the fires 
of youth so that our fraternity can grow and thrive, 
our families and community can prosper, and our 
contributions to society will live on.  

Cult ivate  New Members
Donny Morton (101)
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We, the undersigned, representatives of the Masonic organizations set opposite our names below, having voluntarily responded to the call of 
the Grand Master of the Order of DeMolay that our respective organizations give DeMolay more adequate support in its plans to enlarge and 
expand the influence and usefulness of this great youth organization, hereby make the following proclamation and declaration of principles:
I.  We are profoundly impressed with the progress made by the Order of DeMolay since it was founded on March 18, 1919, by the late 
lamented Frank S. Land, in its laudable undertaking to teach and train young men to be devoted sons and God-fearing, intelligent, patriotic, 
and industrious citizens of the Countries in which they live.
2.  We appreciate the fact that the charters of the Order of DeMolay are required to be organized and conducted under the sponsorship 
of some type of Masonic organization, which gives DeMolays an opportunity to get acquainted with the Masonic fraternity its aims and 
principles; and that in consequence the members of the Masonic groups have the pleasure of close fellowship with and rendering service to 
the DeMolay members. We recognize that this arrangement creates an ideal relationship which should be productive and of great benefit to 
all parties concerned.
3.  We therefore believe that the fraternal  invitation extended to Freemasonry by the Grand Master of the Order of DeMolay to join in support 
of the movement to enlarge and expand  this worthy organization should be accepted; and to that end. we pledge to the International Supreme 
Council of the Order of DeMolay and its Grand Master, our individual support and. insofar as we may have to authority to do so, the support- 
moral and financial- of the Masonic organizations which we here represent, with no intent or desire on our part to determine DeMolay policy.
4.  We agree to bring this cause to the attention of our groups and to recommend that they take favorable and appropriate action thereon.
We further fraternally invite others to join us in furthering the progress and success of the Order DeMolay.
It is our belief that our labors in their behalf will also strengthen the forces which sustain Right, Justice and Freedom in the world. 
Signed February 18, 2013:

Proclamation and Declaration of Principles of Representatives of Masonic Organizations in Support of The Order of DeMolay
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6757  - Jamie P. Hodik  Raised - 04/15/2013 Friendship No. 37
 
7347  - Roland Valiquette   Raised - 02/09/2013 Mission Valley No.78

7369  - Michael T. Erickson  Raised - 03/27/2013 Rimrock No. 149
 
7394  - Calvin J. Odom  Raised - 04/20/2013 Butte No. 22

 7414  - David Joseph Vermeulen Raised - 03/27/2013 Delta No. 128

 7415  - David Julian Vermeulen  Raised - 03/27/2013 Delta No. 128
 
7454  - James R. Ballard   Raised - 02/13/2013 Lavina Temple No. 101

 7455  - Alan L. Hooker  Raised - 02/13/2013 Lavina Temple No. 101

7511  - Wilson D. Raska   Raised - 03/16/2013 Bozeman No.18 
 
7516  - Lowell J. Panasuk   Raised - 04/11/2013 Trinity No. 152

 7517  - Jason A. Grande  Raised - 04/11/2013 Trinity No. 152
 
7521  - Andrew T. Sebree  Raised - 03/27/2013 Rimrock No. 149
 
7528  - Jerry W. Hall   Raised - 02/15/2013 Euclid No. 18

 7535  - Neil A. Sconfi enza  Raised - 04/20/2013 Butte No. 22

7541  - Troy B. Sweet  Raised - 02/16/2013 Golden Eagle No. 66 

7542  - Ryan M. Hanson  Raised - 02/16/2013 Golden Eagle No. 66 
 
7543  - Darryl R. Lamma  Raised - 02/ 15/2013 Euclid No. 58

7559  - Aldo A. Rowe  Raised - 02/26/2013 Ashlar No. 29
 
7563  - Lucas A. Brown  Raised - 01/26/2013 Whitefi sh No. 64
 
7566  - Scott D. Young  Raised - 03/27/2013 Rimrock No. 149

7599  - Christopher C. Handford Raised - 04/11/2013 Trinity No. 152

7621  - James W. McKenzie  Raised - 03/27/2013 Stillwater No. 62

New Craft smen to the Quarries
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2988 Donald E. Olsson  6-Apr-2013  Mission Valley Lodge - 78/6  
 
2078 Richard G. Linse  5-Apr-2013  Mission Valley Lodge - 78/6  
 
1609 Harry L. Joslin Jr.  4-Apr-2013  Ottawa Lodge - 51/8  
 
2851 Robert H. Newman 15-Mar-2013 Missoula Lodge - 13/6  
 
5070 Haakon B. Lie  14-Mar-2013 Golden Eagle Lodge - 66/1  
 
7381 Stanley  E. Corkins 9-Mar-2013  Golden Eagle Lodge - 66/1  
 
2594 Danny M. Mitchell 7-Mar-2013  Shelby Lodge - 143/3  
 
3684 Carroll L. Schaff er  7-Mar-2013  Powder River Lodge - 135/10  
 
2546 Leo C. Might  4-Mar-2013  Missoula Lodge - 13/6  
 
4511 Miles Tuttle   4-Mar-2013  Butte Lodge - 22/8 
  
172 Virgil O. Dilsaver  1-Mar-2013  Ionic Lodge - 38/6  
 
3036 Wayne K. Pallett  27-Feb-2013 Captain Scott Lodge - 98/9  
 
5776 Ralph F. Brewington 27-Feb-2013 Lavina/Temple Lodge - 101/1  
  
350 Ned E. Embry  26-Feb-2013 Stillwater Lodge - 62/1  
 
4703 Th omas J. Weik  26-Feb-2013 Saints John 92 & Livingston - 32

633 Arthur C. Gallinger 20-Feb-2013 Jordan Lodge - 148/10  
 
4618 Roy C. Wahl  18-Feb-2013 Morning Star Lodge - 5/8  
 
3072 James C. Patten  16-Feb-2013 Flint Creek Lodge - 11/8  
 
3487 Glenn A. Roberts  13-Feb-2013 Friendship Lodge - 37/9  
 
3487 Glenn A. Roberts  13-Feb-2013 Lewiston Lodge - 37  
 
998 Walter E. Hantsman 12-Feb-2013 Cascade Lodge - 34/3  
 
3160 John H. Peters  11-Feb-2013 West Gate Lodge - 27/4 

5163 Chester E. Ahlin  02-Feb-2013 Ruby Lodge - 36 
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